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April 2018   

We are a servant church, nurturing each other’s spiritual journey and  
personal gifts. All are welcome! 

The Voice of Westminster 

In the church, we toss around the word “stewardship” as a euphemism for planning our annual 

budget, which is a shame. Because in truth, stewardship is a rich and multi-faceted concept in our 

theology, rising both from our deep trust in the providence of God and from our foundational belief 

that God has chosen us for service as well as salvation.  

Christ’s church has always responded to neighbors in need, whether they are in our backyard or 

halfway around the world. Last spring, it was a spate of tornados; in the fall, hurricanes killed several 

hundred people and destroyed millions of homes and businesses across Texas, Florida and Puerto 

Rico; this spring has already seen flooding from Louisiana to Michigan. From experience, we are 

keenly aware of how many lives can be disrupted by such events, for months, sometimes even 

years.  

Stewardship is about using what we have wisely; making sure that we share the gifts we have 

received from God so that the poor, the afflicted, and the stranger are cared for. Jesus asked this of 

us. Jesus expects this of us, not because there is some cosmic quota we need to fill, but because he 

told us to love each other as God loves us. And surprisingly, when we show our love by caring for the 

poor, the afflicted, and the stranger through our generous giving, we show that we love our Lord as 

well.  

Every year at Easter, we collect a special offering for One Great Hour of Sharing. Your donations 

are used to support three agencies of the Presbyterian Church (USA) that work to help people in 

need, wherever they are - Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-

Development of People. By coming together with others in our denomination, we can and do ac-

complish far more in the world than we could ever do alone. Westminster has demonstrated a wise 

and generous stewardship over the years, showing the love of God through support of this im-

portant work. This Easter, I hope you will each prayerfully consider participating in this special offer-

ing as a sign that we believe Love is Lord of heaven and earth. 

“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give 

you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 

When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ And the King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you 

did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’"        Matthew 25:31-40 

Praising God always, in all ways! 
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The Lord is Risen… 

     He is Risen Indeed. 

“On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took 

the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. They found the stone 

rolled away from the tomb, but when they entered, they did not find the 

body of the Lord Jesus. While they were wondering about this, suddenly 

two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them.  In their 

fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do 

you look for the living among the dead?  He is not here; he has risen! “ NIV-Luke 24:1-7 

Join us for Easter Sunday at Westminster 

Sunday, April 1 | Communion Sunday 

Breakfast from 8:30-10:30 a.m. | Old Dining Room 

FUEL Service | 9 a.m. | Family Life Center 

Traditional Service | 11 a.m. | Sanctuary 

Celebrate the miracle of the Resurrection of Jesus. Bring family; bring friends. Rejoice! 

Welcome New Elders and Deacons 

In January, the congregation elected candidates to serve as ruling elders and deacons. Following 

the required period of study and preparation, the Session examined and approved these candi-

dates for ordination and installation on Sunday, March 18, at both services. 

Please welcome Jim Shanklin, Jr., Doug Horton and Val Neubauer to the work of ruling elders on 

the Session and Don Hoeppner, Leanne Leeper and Shuna Tosa to the work of deacons on the 

Board of Deacons, and thank them for giving their time and care to God’s work here at Westmin-

ster.  

After prayerful consideration, two other candidates-elect decided, for personal reasons, not to 

take on active service as an officer at this time. We appreciate their willingness to explore what 

was involved in the job and honor their decision. 
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Adult Christian Education for April 

Adult Christian Education classes continue in April. Thank you for supporting this important ministry. The 

committee is already hard at work on topics for the fall! 

April 1—Easter| No Sunday School 

April 8 & 15 | An Introduction to the Church | Adult Education Committee Members—Leaders will use materi-
als about basic Christian understandings that the Rev. Herb Isenberg created before he retired. These first two 
weeks will cover “What does it mean to be a Christian?” and “What is the Church?” This class will continue on 
May 13 and 20. 

April 22 | Strategic Priority 2—Rev. Randi Henderson  - The congregation defined three strategic priorities dur-
ing meetings in 2016 and 2017. Pastor Randi and other members of Session will lead a discussion of Priority 2: 
Building small group ministries for the generations. 

April 29 Fifth Sunday | No Sunday School 

Where Did the Stuff Go? 

The Property Committee has cleaned out the office 

space that will be used by the Presbytery. We thought 

you might like to know what has happened with the con-

tents of these rooms.   

Records of historical value have been boxed and will be 

archived at the Presbyterian Historical Society, where 

they will be safe and well-preserved. A large percentage 

of the magazines and books were simply outdated and were recycled.  Some books and other odds 

and ends were offered to the congregation for several weeks both in the large parlor and the FLC 

on "Free Stuff" tables and then any left overs were recycled.  Several pieces of furniture have been 

re-purposed throughout the church.  You will find an old leather settee off the large parlor and an 

upholstered chair on the landing sitting area.  The old office furniture and some file cabinets were 

donated to Habitat for Humanity's Restore.  Some of the higher quality metal cabinets have been 

re-purposed throughout the church including the drama room and in the storage room off the 

stage.  We would like to thank Karol Cooper for her help in clearing and organizing the stage stor-

age area in the FLC so the cabinet could be moved in . The room is now de-cluttered and it’s much 

easier to find things.  We would also like to thank our custodian Gary Mohomes for his help with 

recycling and moving furniture and cabinets.—Jan Kosowski 
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April at Loaves & Fishes  

Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry  

is stocking up on the follow-

ing  items during the month 

of April:  

 Hamburger Helper 

 Taco mix 

 Deodorant 

All donations are appreciated! 

 

Let’s Make Mother’s Day Special For 
Our L & F Clients 

(No Purchase Necessary) 
 
Mother's Day is special for many people but many people 

have a hard time affording a gift, even a small one.  L & F 

would like to offer a little something to our clients for this 

day.  No need to buy anything, but look around your house 

and see if there is something small you could contribute such 

as perfume you don't use, cosmetic samples, a piece of jewel-

ry or a figurine.   Maybe you have a group that would be inter-

ested in contributing.  Just place these items in the L & F bas-

kets.  We will be giving away items on May 8th.  Thank you 

always for your faithful support of  God's work at L & F.  

5th Sunday Coming Up! 

Besides Easter, we have a fifth Sunday in April, April 29. We’ll have a joint service at 

10 a.m.  in the Sanctuary. Afterward  our  Hospitality/Outreach Committee is plan-

ning some Spring Fest activities. We hope you’ll join us! 

Blood Pressure Screenings  

 The next free blood pressure screening will be Sunday, April 8. This is typically 

done on the first Sunday of the month, but has been pushed back because of 

Easter. There will be a table set up outside the office area between the 9 and 11 

a.m. services. We’ll see you soon!   
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New Shawl Ministry Project Underway 

Westminster’s Prayer Shawl Ministry has begun knitting baby blankets for the 

Ronald McDonald Room at St. Luke’s Hospital. It’s part of their newest mission 

along with shawls for Bridgehaven in Cedar Rapids. It’s great to see the new energy for this min-

istry now in its 14th year. You know, we can all spread a little kindness each day. Shawl Ministry 

member, Linda Smith, wrote about that very idea in her column, “From the Knitting Basket.” 

Members of the Prayer Shawl ministry make shawl after shawl because they all love to knit! We 

can show God’s love to others with out shawls, But we can all show random acts of love to oth-

ers. I’m challenging you to look for small ways to show love to others. Be creative! Look for op-

portunities. Yield to a car in traffic. Listen, really listen, without interrupting. Double your sup-

per casserole and take the extra to a neighbor...just because. They will feel special and you will 

feel great sharing God’s love.                  -Linda Smith 

    

Prior to 1918, a system called "particular seating" was used at 

Westminster.  This plan allowed families to pay a set amount 

of "rent" for a particular pew.  In 1918 this system was replaced 

with "free sittings" and everyone could just sit anywhere.  1918 

was the final year of WWI and people did not have mon-

ey.  During the winter of 1918 Sunday evening services were 

suspended  and mid-week prayer meetings were held in 

homes to save on coal costs.—Jan Kosowski 

WESTMINSTER FUN FACTS 

Rent-a-Pew 

Side Note: The idea of renting or even buying a church pew wasn ’t unique to Westminster. In 

fact, George Washington bought a pew (the fifth, not the first) as a founding member of Christ 

Church in Alexandria, VA and Abraham Lincoln  rented a pew for his family at New York Avenue 

Presbyterian Church in Washington, DC.  
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Offering Stewards 

April 3*—Pat Teig & Mark Tyler 

April 9—Barb & Bill Moss 

April 16—Maggie York & Ann Buckheister 

April 23—Warren Feerer & Tom Read 

April 30—Pat Teig & Mark Tyler 

*Office closed on Monday.  

 

11:00 a.m. Ushers/Greeters 

April 1—Dick Trotter, Jim & Cheryl Shanklin 

April 8—Jean Kenison & Sharon Colton 

April 15—Barb Schultz & Joan Charters 

April 22—Claudia Warfel & Flora Kitzman 

 

10 a.m. 5th Sunday Joint Service—Sanctuary 

April 29—Jean Kenison, John & Signe Henderson 

 

9 a.m. Liturgists 

April 1—Audrey Fashimpaur 

April 8—TBD 

April 15—Don Damsteegt 

April 22—Barb Mumford 

 

10 a.m. Liturgist (5th Sunday) 

April 29—Jan Kosowski 

 

11 a.m. Liturgists 

April 1—Joe Lisieski 

April 8—Dale Crosier 

April 15—Barb Moss 

April 22—Dick Trotter 

 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

Voice of Westminster 
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Please visit www.crwpc.org/calendar to stay informed of changes to this month’s calendar. 
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Westminster Presbyterian Church 
 

Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 

 

Sunday Worship Times 

9:00 a.m. Blended service in the Family Life Center 

11:00 a.m. Traditional service in the Sanctuary 
 

 

Visit us on Facebook or at www.crwpc.org 

 

Bookkeeper, Tina Mueller            bookkeeper@crwpc.org 

Nursery Attendant, Lindsay Meade             lindsay_meade@hotmail.com       

Custodian, Gary Mohomes          

Newsletter Editor, Gale Smetana     gale@crwpc.org 

Newsletter Proofreader, Barb Moss                 

Newsletter Contributor, Jan Kosowski 

 

Church Office                           westmin@crwpc.org 

Intentional Interim Pastor, Randi Henderson  pastorrandi@crwpc.org 

Communications & Shared  Ministry Coord.  

Gale Smetana         gale@crwpc.org 

Choir Director & Church Musician,  

Damon Cole         cole1350@gmail.com 

Contemporary Worship Leader, Jason Wright jason@historycenter.org 
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