
  

 

April 2019   

We are a servant church, nurturing each other’s spiritual journey and  
personal gifts. All are welcome! 

The Voice of Westminster 

 We live in such an age that having reliable internet service is a must. It has been said that “prayer is the 

most dependable wireless connection.” What a gift God has given us to be able to go directly to him in pray-

er! We know he will always be there, yearning to commune with us, and direct us in the way we should go. 

Yet, sometimes we find ourselves saying or thinking, “I guess all we can do is pray.”  This often reveals that 

prayer is more like our last resort, rather than our first response, which can indicate that we do not see its im-

portance (even though most Christians would say it is). 

 

It begs us to reflect on a foundational question: “Why pray?” The following represent only a few of the rea-

sons to pray. First, Jesus, the Son of God, spent a great deal of time in prayer. He clearly saw prayer as a pri-

ority and essential to his ministry. Prayer is a key element, coupled with the study of God’s Word, that ena-

bles us to abide in Christ. It is essential if we are ever going to bear the fruit God desires for us. Prayer not on-

ly changes “things,” it changes us. 

 

Jesus commanded us to pray, and he taught us how to pray. As is noted in the book Developing a Prayer-Care

-Share Lifestyle, ”Prayer is the instrument by which God has chosen to have his power directed in the uni-

verse…prayer is the key that unlocks all the storehouse of God’s infinite grace and power…prayer can do any-

thing that God can do.” Along these lines, others have noted: “When we work, we work, but when we pray, 

God works.”   

 

While intercession is just one aspect of prayer, we want to grow in lifting others up in prayer. We also want to 

be open to asking for prayer, especially when we are facing challenging situations. To help us move in that 

direction, let’s do this: 

  Bring back the use of prayer request cards, which can be submitted any time. These cards also will be-

come part of our Sunday services. The cards themselves will share a few guidelines for submission of 

 the cards.  

 These cards will help us to establish a weekly prayer list that will be e-mailed to the congregation. Obvi-

ously, we need to respect the various levels of privacy individuals have. If you are requesting prayer for 

someone else, you will need to approach that person first and make sure they’re comfortable with shar-

ing the prayer request.  

 Finally, we will add a feature to our website to make prayer requests easier to submit. 

Let us continue to use the most reliable wireless network God has provided. A great time to start is during 

Lent and Holy Week. 

                -Pastor Roger 

 

 

The Most Reliable Wireless Network 
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Installation Service Brings Congregation, Friends and Family Together 

It was St. Patrick’s Day, but Westminster will remember it as Installation Day for Pastor Roger 

Grandia. Just over 70 people gathered in the Sanctuary for the special service. Pastors Dan Jes-

sop, Tim Dyck and Cathy Allen took part in the service, as did PNC Chair, Signe Henderson, and 

Val Neubauer. 

Pastor Roger’s wife, Jill, attended, as did a number of family members and friends. A reception 

followed in the Large Parlor, and yes, the punch was green. 

We send out a special thank you to everyone who pitched in, whether it was planning the re-

ception menu (Karol and Larry Cooper), setting up tables and making punch (Penny Novak & 

Val Neubauer), making coffee (Sharon Colton and Jan Walton) or helping transport food (Jim 

Shanklin), it was a great way for people to relax after the service. A special thanks to the Chan-

cel Choir for performing, and David and Deb Liljedahl for sharing their musical talents. If we’ve 

missed a name, accept our apologies and know that your hard work was appreciated. 

 

 

Signe Henderson prepares to read the Call to 

Confession. 

The traditional Laying on of the Hands 

Rev. Cathy Allen of Echo Hill  with Rev. Grandia 
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Holy Week at Westminster 

Easter is always a busy season and this year is no different. This 
Holy Week, Pastor Roger plans something different for the 
Maundy Thursday service. With tables arranged in the shape of 

the cross, he plans to give a first person account of Peter’s decision to follow Christ. 
This will also be a Communion service. It starts at 6:30 p.m. in the Family Life Center. The service 
promises to be a very special evening. A complete list of Holy Week services and activities is listed 
below. 

Palm Sunday: April 14—Breakfast from 8:30-10:30 a.m., Services at 9 & 11 a.m.; Regular Adult Ed 
& Sunday School 

Maundy Thursday: April 18—First Person Account of Peter, Service at 6:30 p.m. in the Family Life 
Center 

Good Friday: April 19—Tenebrae Service at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

Easter Sunday: April 21—Breakfast, Services at 9 & 11 a.m. Activities for the Kids (Old Dining 
Room) at 10 a.m., no Adult Ed.  

Adult Ed in April 

April 7, 14 | Short Stories by Jesus  | The Enigmatic Parables of a Controversial Rabbi – this will be a 

study of some of Jesus’ parables using a book and video by Amy-Jill Levine 

 
April 21 | Easter  | No Adult Education 
 
April 28 | Caleb Gates  | Refugee Case Manager and Advocacy Coordinator at the Catherine 

McAuley Center -Caleb will describe his work with refugees at the CMC and help us understand the 

challenges of refugees in 2019. 

 

Sunday School Schedule 
 

Our Sunday School continues New Testament lessons in April.  Please have children on the Land-

ing by 10:10 a.m. for the singalong and class after that. 

 
April 7 | The Last Supper | Penny Novak & Lemi Tilahun 

April 14 | Jesus’s Betrayal, Trial & Crucifixion | Barb Read & Julie Schlader 

April 21 | Easter Activities | Jan Kosowski & Gale Smetana 

April 28 | Doubting Thomas | Jan Kosowski & Gale Smetana 
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The Lutherans Are Coming, The Lutherans Are Coming! 

Westminster is lending a hand, or more accurately, worship space to fellow Third Avenue church, 

First Lutheran, while their Sanctuary is being renovated and asbestos removed.  First Lutheran will 

begin holding services on Saturday, April 27, at 5 p.m. Their Sunday services are at 9 and 11:15. 

Their 9 o’clock service is traditional and will be held in the Sanctuary. The 11:15 service is a contem-

porary service and they will hold it in the Family Life Center. In addition, First Lutheran will hold Va-

cation Bible School in June. They will also have some adult small study groups during the 10 a.m. 

hour on Sundays. Those will be held in various rooms at Westminster but not where we are already 

holding Christian Education classes. 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

Q: Where will everybody park? 

A: Westminster drivers should be able to park wherever they normally do. First Lutheran is encour-

aging their members to park at their church and walk the few blocks down to Westminster. We’ve 

also been given clearance to use the parking lot at the corner of 3rd Avenue  and 13th Street SE for 

overflow parking. This lot belongs to a neighboring dental office. This is in addition to the four 

Westminster lots .  

Q: Will First Lutheran have Sunday School and if so, what rooms will they use? 

A: No, First Lutheran’s Sunday School term will end just before they move to Westminster. They 

will, however, have Vacation Bible School, June 17-20 from 9 a.m.—2 p.m. for K-through-5th grades 

and 9 a.m.—11 a.m. for preschoolers. And yes, Westminster kids are invited. The online sign-up 

form is at https://www.firstlutherancr.org/vacation-bible-school.html. Rooms for Vacation Bible 

School are still being determined. 

Q: Why don’t we just worship together? 

A: Understandably, each church has its own traditions. This is a big change for both churches, espe-

cially First Lutheran. Keeping those practices intact is going to be important as they find their way 

through a strange facility. While representatives of the two churches have met on several occasions 

to ensure the transition goes as smoothly as possible, both churches can continue to worship as 

they normally do. There is the possibility of a joint service in June. Details to come. 

Final Thoughts: Please know that we know some issues are likely to arise, but we will meet and 

work through them. Thank you for allowing Westminster to play this important role for one of our 

3rd Avenue neighbors. 
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Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry continues to serve in excess of 140 people/families each Tues-

day at the mission house. Volunteers are currently planning and gathering food for their East-

er dinner giveaway. We’ll have updates on that. For now, the following are needed to replen-

ish their shelves: Hamburger Helper, taco mix and deodorant. 

Thank you for supporting this important mission! 

Session Notes  

Westminster’s Session met for their regular meeting on Tuesday, March 19 at 6:30 p.m.  

 Pastor Roger opened the meeting with a lesson and discussion on the church as a system, and re-

viewed our survey results on “the Amazing Race” hindrances to WPC, in running the race God has 

called us to run.  

 In the consent agenda, Session approved the minutes of past meetings and a few upcoming 

building use requests  

 Session voted to allow a tabled motion to die without action, regarding purchase of new gas 

stoves for the kitchens. Discussion preceded the vote, and it was agreed that there is no issue 

with the old kitchen stove, and that past  issues in the FLC kitchen have more likely been with 

the gas supply system and pressure variation than with the stove itself.  Elder Jim Shanklin will 

continue to monitor possible gas pressure issues. The Session agreed that if issues are found, 

the purchase plan could be resurrected.  

 Session individual elder committee assignments were reviewed and discussion highlighted 

openings to be filled.  

 Session discussed upcoming use of Westminster by First Lutheran (April 27-July 28), and noted 

that time period could be extended based on renovation progress at First Lutheran. 

 Pastor’s Report was presented. Pulpit Supply for April 28 and May 5 has been arranged. Gary 

Connors-Boe will preach on April 28, and Don Damsteegt will preach on May 5. Pastor Roger 

will be away April 22 through May 5 in order to move from Michigan. 

 Session reviewed times for Holy Week worship, and closed the meeting with prayer.  
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The Month of  April 

Thank You Volunteers! 
 

Offering Stewards 

April 1—Barb & Bill Moss 

April 8—Maggie York & Ann Buckheister 

April 15—Warren Feerer & Tom Read 

April 22—Pat Teig & Mark Tyler 

April 29—Maggie York & Ann Buckheister 

 

9 a.m. Liturgists 

April 7—Stephanie Martinez 

April 14—Leslie Wright 

April 21—Ben Fashimpaur 

April 28—Ed Mumford 

 

11 a.m. Liturgists 

April 7—Dick Trotter 

April 14—Barb Mumford 

April 21—Butch Hataway 

April 28—Jan Kosowski 

 

11:00 a.m. Ushers/Greeters 

April 7—Flora Kitzman & Brian Read 

April 14—Jean Kenison & Sharon Colton 

April 21—Barb Schultz & Joan Charters 

April 28—Claudia Warfel & Brian Read 

 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

   

  

Did the “Voice of Westminster” miss 

your birthday? Please let us know. 

Sometimes the database doesn’t do 

its job right (it’s never operator er-

ror ;). Please contact the office and 

we will make sure your birthdate is 

added to appropriate month.  

And, happy birthday! 
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Please visit www.crwpc.org/calendar to stay informed of changes to this month’s calendar. 
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Westminster Presbyterian Church 

 

Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

 

Sunday Worship Times 

9:00 a.m. FUEL  service in the Family Life Center 

11:00 a.m. Traditional service in the Sanctuary 
 

 

Visit us on Facebook or at www.crwpc.org 
PHONE:   319-366-7185 
FAX:          319-366-7187 

Nursery Attendant, Lindsay Meade             lindsay_meade@hotmail.com       

Custodian, Gary Mohomes          

Newsletter Editor, Gale Smetana     gale@crwpc.org 

Newsletter Proofer, Barb Moss  

Newsletter Contributors: Warren Feerer, Jan Kosowski & Val Neubauer 

Church Office  

Pastor, Rev. Roger D. Grandia     pastorroger@crwpc.org 

Communications & Shared  Ministry Coord.  

Gale Smetana         gale@crwpc.org 

Choir Director & Church Musician,  

Damon Cole         cole1350@gmail.com 

Contemporary Worship Leader, Jason Wright  jason@historycenter.org 

Bookkeeper, Tina Mueller            bookkeeper@crwpc.org 
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