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August 2017

 

A Friend in Far-Off Places 

 

Our friend and mission worker, Ruth Brown, has a new posting to Harare, Zimbabwe, in 

southeast Africa. In this new position, she will be working as a community health facilitator with 

the Harare Synod of the Church of Central Africa Presbyterian (CCAP).  The focus of her work will 

be different here than it was in Congo, but still directed toward helping children have a healthy 

start in life. As we continue to send our coins and prayers to Ruth and those to whom she minis-

ters, I hope you will also take a moment each day to thank God for the large and growing family 

of faith all around the world. 

It is easy sometimes to lose that long view of things. We see what is before us day by day, and 

we forget that God's plan is much bigger than the little we see! God intends shalom and mishpat 

(peace and justice) for the whole world. None of us could ever accomplish it on our own, but 

through us, God can work miracles. Personally, I am grateful that I belong to a connectional 

church, like the PC(USA) - working with partners both near and far, the kingdom of love Christ 

talked about continues to be a real alternative to the powers of this world. Thanks be to God! 

 

Jesus said, “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp 
and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the hours. In the same 
way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven."  
Matthew 5:14-16 (NIV) 

 

Ruth’s letter, as she prepares to serve in Zimbabwe, is featured on page 5 of the newslet-
ter. 

Praising God always, in all ways! 

 

We are a servant church, nurturing each other’s spiritual journey and  
personal gifts. All are welcome! 
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

 

 

 
 
 

August Loaves & Fishes Donations 
Canned tuna or chicken 
Hamburger/Tuna Helper 

Deodorant & soap 
 

Canned and boxed food only; no jars, please.  
Standard sized cans as most of our guests walk to the pantry.  

Toilet paper and personal products always needed.  

You’re Invited 

The congregation is invited to the 

wedding and reception of Tigst 

TIlahun and Emaelaf Alemu Aug.  

6 at Westminster.  

Tigst is  the daughter of Session member, 

Tamene Gelashe and Shuna Tosa. Wedding is 

set for noon in the Sanctuary. The reception will 

be at 6 p.m. in the Family Life Center. 

 

Nominating Process Update 
 

The WPC Nominating Committee has begun the process of creating a slate of candidates for the 
Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC). Once the slate is determined, there will be a vote of the con-
gregation. If you are asked to serve in this important mission, please give prayerful thought to your 
decision. 

Acoustics Update 
 

DB Acoustics, who installed the sound system in the Sanctuary, 
assessed the current set-up this past week and re-calibrated our 
audio system to hopefully make it easier to hear all aspects of 
the worship service. Let us know if you are still having trouble 
hearing or if you think it’s approved. And if you haven’t been to 
service in the Sanctuary in a while, please come back and see if 
the clearer sound helps! 
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 There have been lots of new beginnings this year at Westminster. The latest was the baptism of 

Penny Novak who also became a member of the church. Penny was born in St. Louis, but grew up 

in Cedar Rapids. She was exposed to the Jewish faith as her paternal grandmother was Jewish. She 

later became involved in the “Jews for Jesus” movement on the east coast.  

 

Professionally, she left Cedar Rapids to manage new development in the self-storage industry in 

the New Jersey-New York City area, France and Las Vegas. She returned to her hometown when 

her late Mother began to succumb to Alzheimer’s disease. 

 

Once in Cedar Rapids, Penny went to work for Skogman Realty first as an associate and later as a 

partner in Properties by Seyfer and Novak where she has been a top performer for a number of 

years. Penny is active with the Cedar Rapids Board of Realtors Volunteer Committee and animal 

rescue groups. Penny’s pride and joy are her three dogs, Caleb, Bridget and Justice – all rescue 

dogs and a rabbit named Bun-Bun.  With this pack of four, her best friend is a Roomba® robotic 

vacuum cleaner. 

 

Penny has two adult sons who are both married and live in Cedar Rapids, two older brothers and an 

older sister. She typically attends the 9 a.m. service. Please welcome Penny! 

Baptism, New Members 
 

 We’ve had lots of new beginnings this year at Westminster. The latest was 

the baptism of Penny Novak who also joined the church.  

 

During 2017 (so far) there have been two other baptisms-Camden  Fowler, 

who is the son of Angela Fowler (and plays piano beautifully!) and Prince 

Ngoga, son of David Mugabe and Oliva Nabeza. Paulin N’Zonou also became 

a member in 2017. 

 

Welcome all! And remember, if you know someone who might be looking for a church home, just 

try inviting them to Westminster. Your invitation could make all the difference! 

 

New Members, New Energy 
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Property Committee Mid-Year Report 

-Jan Kosowski & Maggie York, Co-Chairs, Property Committee 

Fortunately we have not had large projects to deal with this year.  Committee has focused on dealing with the 

constant string of issues associated with our aging facility, and on looking for ways to decrease property expens-

es. 

Upkeep Actions: 

 Our west canopy was hit by a truck and along with this repair, Maggie York worked with Bob Warner to have 

the alley canopy repaired as well. 

 Currently, the Committee is getting a bid from Allied Glass to address the broken hinges on the entrance 

doors all along the oldest part of the church. 

 Updated non-working security sensors and connected the elevator phone to security system 

 Replaced worn out bladders on boiler system 

 Repaired the alley entrance shattered glass pane. 

 Contracted for 5 applications of weed killer. 

 Created 3rd floor reading area. 

 Replaced FLC garbage disposal. 

 Replaced burners on FLC stove. 

 Had our air conditioning units serviced. 

 Have contracted to have the FLC floor stripped and waxed. 

Here are actions we have taken to decrease expenses: 

 Renewed our recycling waiver from the city, eliminating that expense. 

 Dave Cosgrove volunteered to do lawn care this summer in order to eliminate that expense.  Mark Tyler has 

done alot of weeding and trimming.  Please thank both of them for this weekly effort. 

 Basil Tilley and Terry Perkins have done some analysis of our external lighting and determined that the old 

lighted sign along 3rd Ave could just be turned off.  They also determined that even though our parking lot 

lights are on all night, reducing them yields little cost savings and is outweighed by safety factors. 

 Basil Tilley and Jan Kosowski participated in a four hour audit of our facility with Mid-America.  Nearly every 

bathroom and kitchen faucet aerator was replaced with a low flow one, and many incandescent light bulbs 

were replaced with LEDs.  The Committee is reviewing the full report for other cost saving ideas. 
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A Letter From Ruth Brown 

 

  

 

Chikondano!  (Love!) 

What a positive name for a committee of the church! The Church of Central Africa Presbyterian (CCAP) Harare 
Synod in Zimbabwe has invited me to be a resource and advisor to CCAP’s Chikondano committee. The commit-
tee works to reduce the incidence of HIV and AIDS and to better conditions for vulnerable populations, including 
widows and orphans. 
 

Chikondano means “love” in Chichewa, a language originating in Malawi, the native land of the founders of the 
CCAP Harare Synod.  

The Harare Synod leaders requested assistance from PC(USA) World Mission in creating sustainable community 
health programs to reduce the incidence of HIV/AIDS as well as heart and vascular disease, cancer, diabetes, 
tuberculosis, typhoid, cholera and malaria. I look forward to giving this assistance! 

While working with the CCAP to identify and develop resources to sustain the CCAP’s health ministries and to 
explore strategies to enable vulnerable or marginalized populations (including widows, orphans and unem-
ployed people) to achieve security and sustainable livelihoods, I’m hopeful that my experience in D.R. Congo will 
be useful. For example, what I’ve learned about creating and maintaining micro-savings and loan programs for 
women may be very helpful to the community of the CCAP. I recently heard that all six women’s micro-savings 
groups are still functioning along the outskirts of Kananga, even with all the conflict in the area. This speaks well 
for the ongoing supervision and support of their leader, an elder in the Presbyterian Church of Congo, Victorine 
Manga. 
 

So many of you have called and written with your support during my discernment and transition after serving in 
Congo. All your words and prayers have been a great help. Please know, too, that all funds you have donated to 
my sending and support will follow me to Zimbabwe. I am hopeful that you will consider continuing your sup-
port of me in this new country. And I look forward to providing more information about church life in Zimbabwe, 
especially in Harare, where I will be based for the next four years. More information about the CCAP Harare Syn-
od may be found by searching online. 

As I begin to prepare for life in Zimbabwe, I remember that I am simply, like each of you, running “with persever-
ance the race that is set before us” (Hebrews 12:1-2). What is very much on my mind as I prepare for this new lap 
of the journey is the “great crowd of witnesses” that surrounds us during this race. Every month since last May, I 
have been surrounded by believers who have encouraged me greatly through their loving involvement in their 
communities. Some of you are accompanying friends and neighbors, parents, siblings, spouses and children in 
tough times—caring for them during their illnesses, attending NA and AA meetings with them and supporting 
disabled children in public schools. You are encouraging incoming refugees and other neighbors to seek food 
banks and social services. Some of you are creating supportive environments for disabled youth. And you have 
been generous and thoughtful to me in my own travels to your homes and communities. You welcome the 
stranger. 

Please keep in touch! 

-Ruth 

Editor’s Note: Ruth Brown visited Westminster in the past. The cans in the FLC and outside the Sanctuary collect 
money to feed those she serves. To read more and see photos, please go to  https://www.presbyterianmission.org/
ministries/missionconnections/letter/new-position-zimbabwe/ 
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Volunteer News for August 2017 

Offering Stewards 

Aug. 6 —Larry Cooper & Barb Schultz 

Aug. 13—Connie Hayes & Warren Feerer 

Aug. 20-- Pat Teig & Mark Tyler 

Aug. 27—Maggie York & Ann Buckheister 

 

11:00 a.m. Ushers/Greeters 

Aug. 6—Flora Kitzman, John & Signe Henderson 

Aug. 13—Joan Charters, Jim & Cheryl Shanklin 

Aug. 20—-Dick Trotter, Claudia Warfel, Barb Schultz 

Aug. 27—-Jean Kenison, Luman & Sharon Colton 

 

9 a.m. Liturgists 

Aug. 6—Leslie Wright          

Aug. 13—Loren Neubauer      

Aug. 20—Butch Hataway   

Aug. 27—Ed Mumford    

 

11 a.m. Liturgists 

Aug. 6—Barb Read 

Aug. 13—Jan Kosowski 

Aug. 20—Dale Crosier 

Aug. 27—Barb Moss 

Thank You, Thank You! 
Thanks to volunteers from Westminster, Coe College, the Cedar Rapids Board of Realtors Volun-

teer Group and spouses, former members and otherwise goodhearted people who stepped in at 

the last minute to serve meals at the Neighborhood Meals program at St. Paul’s Methodist 

Church in both June and July. Once people signed up, the fun part was getting to know other 

volunteers and working together to feed hungry people in our own neighborhood. Special 

thanks to Tom Read for coordinating this year’s efforts. 

College Bound! 

WPC’s Hospitality Com-

mittee plans to have a 

presence at Coe College’s 

City Fest Aug. 24. It’s an 

annual campus event that 

helps new students learn 

about different resources 

in the city.  

WPC will be  talking with 

students about their in-

terests and providing a 

few goodies thanks to the 

Shawl Ministry and Val 

Neubauer.  

If you’d like to help out, 

call the office! 
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Please visit www.crwpc.org/calendar to stay informed of changes to this month’s calendar. 
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Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 

 

Summer Sunday Worship Times 

9:00 a.m. Blended service in the Family Life Center 

11:00 a.m. Traditional service in the Sanctuary 
 

 

Visit us on Facebook or at www.crwpc.org 

 

Bookkeeper, Tina Mueller            bookkeeper@crwpc.org 

Nursery Attendant, Lindsay Meade             lindsay_meade@hotmail.com 

           

Newsletter Editor, Gale Smetana     gale@crwpc.org 

 

Church Office                          westmin@crwpc.org 

Intentional Interim Pastor, Randi Henderson  pastorrandi@crwpc.org 

Communications & Shared  Ministry Coord.  

Gale Smetana         gale@crwpc.org 

Choir Director & Church Musician,  

Damon Cole         cole1350@gmail.com 

Contemporary Worship Leader, Jason Wright jason@historycenter.org 
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