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February 2018  

We are a servant church, nurturing each other’s spiritual journey and  
personal gifts. All are welcome! 

The Voice of Westminster 

Holy Habits 

“The Lord makes grass grow for the cattle, and plants for man to cultivate – bringing forth 
food from the earth: wine that gladdens the heart of man, oil to make his face shine, and 
bread that sustains his heart.” Psalm 104:14-15 (NIV) 

The penitential season of Lent begins in two short weeks on Ash Wednesday, the day when we 

remember that we are mortal – dust and ash, as the Bible puts it. If that was all the season repre-

sented, I know I’d be hard pressed to find a reason to observe it. But, of course, we do not believe 

that is all there is to the story. God is at work in the midst of what seems like chaos to us, redeeming 

and renewing and re-creating life – abundant, teeming, unstoppable life! We believe that this un-

folding resurrection drama includes us, personally and individually, because of our connection with 

Jesus, a man who tasted death, but was not overcome by it.  

A common Lenten practice in our modern day is to “give up” something for the 40 day season, 

as a symbolic kind of fast. Our Reformed fore-bearers, however, would have judged such a practice 

“proud”. Better, they would say, to take on a new habit of holy living, not for 40 days but for a life-

time. Yes, you could give up chocolate for six weeks, but to what benefit? Better, they would say, to 

learn to relish the pure, natural foods God provides. Then when we nourish our bodies, our spirits, 

too, are nourished with gratitude for the bounty God has given us. 

Semantics? Maybe, but it seems to make a big difference in how we perceive the richness of our 

life. One of the great themes of the Reformed tradition is “a faithful stewardship that shuns osten-

tation and seeks proper use of the gifts of God’s creation” (Book of Order, F-2.05). That seems so 

much more substantial to me than giving up a bad habit for a few weeks. It actually sounds like a 

calling, and perhaps one that could change the world as well as one’s outlook.  

Praising God always, in all ways! 
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What Do Valentine’s Day & Ash Wednesday Have in Common? 

This year, they fall on the same day. It’s unusual, but Ash Wednesday and Valentine’s Day will be ob-

served on the same day this year.  

Westminster won’t be holding a Valentine’s Day gathering, but we will hold 

our Ash Wednesday service Feb. 14 at 6:30 p.m. in The Chapel. 

By the way, the last time Ash Wednesday fell on Valentine’s Day was in 1945.  

Ash Wednesday, of course, marks the start of Lent, a 40-day period of reflec-

tion, prayer and penance. It has its roots in Jesus’ 40 days in the wilderness. 

Now, the other oddity in this calendar year is that Easter, which comes fairly 

early and falls on  April Fool’s Day.  No foolin’! We’ll have more on Holy Week services at Westminster 

in next month’s newsletter. 

PNC Update 

Westminster’s Pastoral Nominating Committee met Saturday, January 27 with the Committee 

on Ministry (COM). They have been reviewing the matches they’ve received after placing the 

Ministry Information Form (MIF) online at the Presbyterian USA site. This part of the process lets 

the PNC  determine how well the prospective candidates match what they’re looking for in a pas-

tor. Thank you for your hard work, PNC! 

Time To Think About Camp Wyoming! 

Do you have a child (elementary through high school) who would like to go to camp this 

summer? Scholarships are available. To learn more about the Camp Wyoming experi-

ence, check out the brochures in the front office or lobby kiosk. Early Bird Registration 

deadline is March 15. Please let the office or Jan Kosowski know if you’re interested!  You 

can reach Jan at 319.521.6666. 
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February at Loaves & Fishes 

Food Pantry 

Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry  is stock-

ing up on the following during the 

month of February: 

 Creamed soup 

 Rice 

 Cooking oil 

 Toothpaste 

Thank You For the Westminster Team Effort! 

The Property Committee would like to thank Pastor Randi and Jan Kosowski for their extraor-

dinary efforts vacating the designated rooms for the Presbytery of Eastern Iowa, which will 

soon relocate to Westminster. These tasks were very labor intensive, involving decades of ma-

terials, but with these two, it was a labor of love. Thanks also to recruits Basil Tilley and Gary 

Mohomes. And special thanks to Kathie Lane who is devoting hours sorting and sifting 

through decades of old bulletins, newsletters, reports, directories and other items dating back 

to 1946.  As clerk of Session, Kathie has graciously accepted this huge responsibility.  

Sunday School Celebrates  

Month of Love 

Westminster’s Sunday School kids will be 

celebrating February as the month of love 

and being kind to others. Their teachers 

have several activities planned including 

homemade valentines and granola bars for 

the Ronald McDonald House and valentines 

and chapstick for the folks at Willis Dady 

Shelter. 

They will also finish up their project to pro-

vide bags of personal care items for chil-

dren being moved into foster care. The 

bags will be combined with suitcases being 

assembled by other churches.  Our kids 

learned to sew and string the bags and will 

stuff them with donated items.  

Coe Chaplain To Discuss Student Spirituality 

Adult Education will focus on the spirituality of college students beginning Feb. 18 at 10 a.m. 

in the Atrium.  Coe College Chaplain, Melea White, will present a 3-week class on college stu-

dent spirituality. Prior to that, Mike Bryant will finish his series on Martin Luther and the Refor-

mation. 
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Annual Meeting 

 Westminster held its Annual Meeting on Jan. 25 at 10 a.m. in the Family Life Center. Below is 

the slate of officers approved by the members present.  The next step in the process is for the 

Session to  provide training and examine the candidates.. Ordination will follow. 

Session              Foundation Trustees 

Class of 2021 (3-yr term)         Class of  2021 (3-yr term) 

Jim Shanklin             Doug Horton          

Doug Horton             Steve Allsop 

Scott Olson             Ann Buckheister 

Class of 2019 (1-yr term)         Class of 2020 (2-yr term) 

Val Neubauer             John Henderson 

 

Deacons             Nominating Committee Members 

Class of 2021 (3-yr term)         Class of 2021 (3-yr term) 

Leanne Leeper            Bob Richardson 

Don Hoeppner            John Henderson 

Linda Smith 

Shuna Tosa 

Don’t Forget Your Contribution Statements 

Contribution Statements for 2017 have been outside the office. If you do not pick them up before 

early February, they will be mailed. Help us save postage! 
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Copies Available 

If you missed the Annual Meeting, you can pick up a copy of the annual report. Extras are in the 

office. Get one while supplies last. 
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Blood Pressure Screenings  

 The next free blood pressure screening will be Sunday, Feb. 4. There 

will be a table set up outside the office area between the 9 and 11 a.m. 

services. We’ll see you soon! 

 

Men’s Breakfast Group in February 

The Men’s Breakfast Group is back after their holiday break. Scheduled  speakers in February 

include: 

Feb. 7—Randy Cole, retired from the 6th Judicial Department of Corrections. His life leading up 

to his chosen profession was a difficult journey beginning with being the child of an abusive 

parent. Now his faith is central to who he is. He has written about his journey in the book, 

“The Boy Under The Bed.” 

Feb. 14—Jenny Schultz and Ari Crum from the Kids First Law Center will discuss their mission to 

save kids from incarceration. The Kids First Law Center gives children a legal voice in a varie-

ty of situations including divorce and custody battles. 

The Men’s Breakfast Group meets Wednesdays at 7:30 a.m. in the Atrium. Everyone is wel-

come! 
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Presbyterian Women Update 

 

 

Since there are no Presbyterian Women circles meeting at Westminster at this time, it has 

come to our attention that the bank balance for PW of $1,254 could be disbursed to help 

others. If you have an idea, please contact the church office at 366-7185. All women mem-

bers of the Presbyterian Church, whether you attended a circle or not, are welcome to give 

their ideas.  Some ideas so far have included sending some of the money to our missionary 

abroad, Ruth Brown, and helping a local women’s shelter. Thank you for your ideas! 
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Offering Stewards 

Feb. 5 - Warren Feerer & Tom Read 

Feb. 12—Barb & Bill Moss 

*Feb. 20—Pat Teig & Mark Tyler 

Feb. 26—Maggie York & Warren Feerer 

* Indicates a Tuesday due to Presidents Day. Banks & 

church office will be closed 

 

11:00 a.m. Ushers/Greeters 

Feb. 4 —Dick Trotter & Sharon Colton 

Feb. 11—Claudia Warfel, John & Signe Henderson 

Feb. 18—Flora Kitzman, Jim & Cheryl Shanklin 

Feb. 25—Joan Charters & Jean Kenison 

 

9 a.m. Liturgists 

Feb. 4—Jan Kosowski 

Feb. 11—Warren Feerer 

Feb. 18—Joe Lisieski 

Feb. 25—Ben Fashimpaur 

 

11 a.m. Liturgists 

Feb. 4—Dale Crosier 

Feb. 11—Loren Neubauer 

Feb. 18—Barb Moss 

Feb. 25—Dick Trotter 

 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

Voice of Westminster 

Office Closed for Presidents’ Day 

Westminster’s office will be closed on Presidents’ Day, Feb. 19.  Offering Stewards will meet 

on Tuesday, Feb. 20. Finance Committee will  hold their meeting on Feb. 20 at 4:30 p.m. 
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Please visit www.crwpc.org/calendar to stay informed of changes to this month’s calendar. 
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Westminster Presbyterian Church 
 

Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 

 

Sunday Worship Times 

9:00 a.m. Blended service in the Family Life Center 

11:00 a.m. Traditional service in the Sanctuary 
 

 

Visit us on Facebook or at www.crwpc.org 

 

Bookkeeper, Tina Mueller            bookkeeper@crwpc.org 

Nursery Attendant, Lindsay Meade             lindsay_meade@hotmail.com 

           

Newsletter Editor, Gale Smetana     gale@crwpc.org 

Newsletter Proofreader, Barb Moss 

Custodian, Gary Mohomes 

Church Office                           westmin@crwpc.org 

Intentional Interim Pastor, Randi Henderson  pastorrandi@crwpc.org 

Communications & Shared  Ministry Coord.  

Gale Smetana         gale@crwpc.org 

Choir Director & Church Musician,  

Damon Cole         cole1350@gmail.com 

Contemporary Worship Leader, Jason Wright jason@historycenter.org 
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