
  

 

March 2019   

We are a servant church, nurturing each other’s spiritual journey and  
personal gifts. All are welcome! 

The Voice of Westminster 

           Comfort in Life and in Death 

 

I would imagine that most of you find, that as each month comes, there are flashbacks of certain impacting events. 

March 6 (which happens to be Ash Wednesday this year), and March 7 happen to be two of mine. 

On Christmas Eve, 1991, we were told my dad had acute leukemia and was given 3-6 months to live. When we received 

this news, we shortly headed back to Iowa from Michigan.  

 

I can still vividly recall sitting with my dad and mom in the living room of the small 2-bedroom home in Pella, IA, that my 

grandfather built, and my folks inherited. Our task for those moments was planning my father’s funeral, as he wanted 

me to lead it. I asked him what scripture passage he wanted me to preach on; he immediately replied: “Philippians 4:13: 

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” On March 7, 1992, he took his last breath on earth and first 

breath in heaven. I certainly needed the strength promised in that verse, to preach his funeral, but it was a privilege be-

cause he had been a huge influence in my spiritual journey. 

 

Fast forward to April of 2000. My oldest daughter, Leticia and I, traveled to Io 

wa to visit with my mother just a few days before her death. I prayed to God to please not let her die on April 14, Leti-

cia’s birthday. He did not grant that request. I realized instead, that he wanted me to know that both life and death were 

in his hands. April 14 became a celebration of my daughter’s first breath on earth and my mom’s first breath in heaven. It 

was a privilege as well to do my mom’s funeral. 

 

Fast forward once again to 2005. Leticia and Rob were expecting their first child. The due date, March 7, 2005, the 13th 

anniversary of my father’s death. She, however, arrived 75 minutes before March 7, but the first time I was able to hold 

her was on March 7. As I held her, two thoughts immediately came to my mind: 

1. The first Q&A of the Heidelberg Catechism, one of our confessions: That I am not my own, but belong—body and 

soul, in life and in death—to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ  

 

2.  The second verse and chorus of Because He Lives: 

      How sweet to hold a newborn baby, 

       And feel the pride and joy he gives; 

       But greater still the calm assurance: 

       This child can face uncertain days because He Lives! 

 

 Chorus 

 Because He lives, I can face tomorrow, 

 Because He lives, all fear is gone; 

 Because I know He holds the future, 

 And life is worth the living, 

 Just because He lives! 

On Easter Sunday of 2005, I preached on the resurrection and the correlation of the above two thoughts, as I walked 

around holding, Madisyn Grace Dykema, my first grandchild. This season from Lent through Easter is a testimony to 

God’s grace, enabling us to see life .            -Pastor Roger                               
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Blessed Are the Meek 

Westminster’s Sunday School  begins March with the Beatitudes. Our teams of Sunday School 
teachers in March include Val Neubauer, Penny Novak, Lemi Tilahun, Barb Read, Julie 
Schlader, Jan Kosowski and Gale Smetana.  The children’s alternative spring break project will 
include creating a meal for families using the Ronald McDonald Room. March is going to be a 
great month! 

         

 

 

 

 

 

March 3  The Beatitudes-Sermon on the Mount 

        March 10 Alternate Spring Break Service Project 

        March 17 Alternate Spring Break Service Project 

        March 24 Mary and Martha 

        March 31 Palm Sunday-Jesus’s Arrival in Jerusalem 

Adult Education  

Westminster’s Adult Education starts March with the conclusion of a series on morality taught 

by Assistant Professor of Religion at Mount Mercy University.  Dr. Taylor Patrick O’Neill is 

wrapping up three weeks of discussion on how to decide what is moral. 

On March 10, 17 and 24, Assistant Professor of Sociology at Kirkwood, Serena Tarr, discusses 

the year she spent conducting observational studies of alt-right groups. Professor Tarr spoke 

earlier at Westminster to the Men’s Breakfast Group.  Adult Education meets Sundays at 10 

a.m. in the Atrium. 
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ALTERNATIVE SPRING BREAK ACTIVITY 

 -by Val Neubauer 

After a crazy winter  of being cooped up, the Sunday school class is ready for a fun, but mean-
ingful service project. This year we shall turn our focus to the Ronald MacDonald Room at St. 
Lukes.  First of all, they are practically our neighbors.  In addition to the Bible, Mr. Rogers(who 
was a Presbyterian minister)  also tells us to love our neighbors. Secondly we will be serv-
ing  families who have children staying in the hospital.  
 
How will we show our love for our neighbors at the Ronald MacDonald Room? 
 
On March 10, we will make treat bags for the families using a St .Patrick's Day theme. We 
will  fill little green bags  with chocolate coins and Andes mints. Everybody loves chocolate! 
 
The March 17 project will find us in the kitchen in the FLC.  After carefully washing our hands, 
we will assemble chicken casseroles to be delivered to the Ronald MacDonald Room where they 
will be baked. (That will keep the teachers from worrying about oven safety.)  Putting together 
a lettuce salad may seem terribly mundane, but frosting a Crème de Menthe cake will be loads 
of fun. You might say, “it will really take the cake!”.   

Learning to serve others while working together is one of the best way to show Christ’s love.  

Session Notes  

-by Warren Feerer 

During their regular stated meeting on February 19, your Session reviewed leadership roles in 

the Church as a system, and discussed handling conflict in a God-glorifying way.  They took sev-

eral forward-looking actions: 

 Scheduled a called meeting for Feb. 26 at 6 p.m. to officially receive new elders and deacons . 

Date was later amended to Feb. 27 at 6 p.m. 

 Scheduled the ordination and installation of new officers during church services on March 10.  

 Approved the time for Pastor Roger Grandia’s Presbytery Installation Service on March 17 at 

3 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  

 Approved replacement of the Narthex carpet, which is badly worn and faded, to be funded 

by generous anonymous donors.  

Session members discussed various other projects and  concerns.  We are heading into the very 

busy season of Lent with great anticipation of good things to come within our congregation.  
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Pastor Installation Date Set for March 17 

The date for the installation service of Pastor Roger Grandia has been scheduled for March 17 at 3 

p.m.,  in the Sanctuary at Westminster. A reception  will follow the installation service. As more de-

tails become available, they will be included in weekly announcements-both print and electronic.  

Pastor Roger has also set a moving date to bring wife, Jill, and their belongings to Cedar Rapids. He 

will be taking vacation April 22 through May 5. The church will have pulpit supply pastors on April 

28 and May 5. 

Old World Craftsmanship on Display at Westminster 

We all know the old saying, “If it looks like a duck and quacks like a duck, it probably is a duck.” But, 
for those who of you who thought the brown cornices in the Sanctuary were made of wood, the old 
adage doesn’t hold up. The beautiful, brown decorative edging in Westminster’s Sanctuary isn’t 
wood at all. It’s actually a plaster cornice, part of the original plaster trim in the Sanctuary.  

When it was evident it was eroding, along with plaster toward the front of the Sanctuary, WPC’s 
Property Committee Co-Moderator, Maggie York, called in American Decorators, out of McHenry, 
Illinois. They are plaster specialists and work primarily at churches where great care must be taken 
to restore, rather than replace the craftsmanship with which many older churches were built.  

The cornices in the Sanctuary were originally crafted using plaster molds. Because this was a repair 
job, the American Decorators crew patched and reshaped the cornice before painting it. They also 
repaired and painted the plaster wall beneath the cornice.  

The crew drove here in a terrific snowstorm, set 
up their work area, taking care to protect the 
font, pulpit and altar railings, and finished the 
work in about a day-and-a-half. Thank you 
American Decorators! 
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March Needs at L&F 

 Beef stew 

 Cornbread mix 

 Toothbrushes 

 

 

 

             -by Jan Kosowski, Director 

The volunteers at Loaves & Fishes have been trying to think of ways to streamline the opera-

tion so that clients can move through and get their food as quickly as possible. This, in turn, 

allows L&F to continue to serve the ever-increasing numbers of people.  While we stop taking 

names at 4:50, volunteers are often still giving out food well after 5:30.  Recently, we have 

added two new shelving areas to the pantry.  One is a two shelf, wooden unit, used to display 

bread.  This unit was made by volunteer Al Boyden, from design requirements suggested by 

our current “Bread Lady” Sandy Pape.  Aren't they great?   

The second shelving units have been re-purposed from our now closed Kids Closet at West-

minster.  Thank you to Paula Krings, Gary Mohomes, and Ed Kosowski for hauling these 

shelves over from the church.   We use these to display more sweets and other items.  All this 

shelving has made it much easier for our clients to see and choose items.  It has also made it 

easier for volunteers to put out more choices rather than restocking as clients are going 

through and picking their items.  L & F operates on the evidence of the Lord's hand in provid-

ing solutions to our needs.  

News from... 
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The Month of March 

Thank You Volunteers! 
 

Offering Stewards 

March 4—Barb & Bill Moss 

March 11—Maggie York & Ann Buckheister 

March 18—Warren Feerer & Tom Read 

March 25—Pat Teig & Mark Tyler 

 

9 a.m. Liturgists 

March 3—Butch Hataway 

March 10—Kate/Audrey/Eric 

March 17—Warren Feerer 

March 24—Lemi Tilahun 

 

11 a.m. Liturgists 

March 3—Brian Read 

March 10—Signe Henderson 

March 17—Val Neubauer 

March 24—Dale Crosier 

 

11:00 a.m. Ushers/Greeters 

March 3—Claudia Warfel, John & Signe Henderson 

March 10—Dick Trotter, Barb Schultz 

March 17—Joan Charters, Brian Read 

March 24—Jean Kenison, Claudia Warfel 

 

 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

   

  

Did the “Voice of Westminster” miss 

your birthday? Please let us know. 

Sometimes the database doesn’t do 

its job right (it’s never operator er-

ror ;). Please contact the office and 

we will make sure your birthdate is 

added to appropriate month.  

And, happy birthday! 
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Please visit www.crwpc.org/calendar to stay informed of changes to this month’s calendar. 
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Westminster Presbyterian Church 

 

Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

 

Sunday Worship Times 

9:00 a.m. FUEL  service in the Family Life Center 

11:00 a.m. Traditional service in the Sanctuary 
 

 

Visit us on Facebook or at www.crwpc.org 
PHONE:   319-366-7185 
FAX:          319-366-7187 

Nursery Attendant, Lindsay Meade             lindsay_meade@hotmail.com       

Custodian, Gary Mohomes          

Newsletter Editor, Gale Smetana     gale@crwpc.org 

Newsletter Proofer, Barb Moss  

Newsletter Contributors: Warren Feerer, Jan Kosowski & Val Neubauer 

Church Office  

Pastor, Rev. Roger D. Grandia     pastorroger@crwpc.org 

Communications & Shared  Ministry Coord.  

Gale Smetana         gale@crwpc.org 

Choir Director & Church Musician,  

Damon Cole         cole1350@gmail.com 

Contemporary Worship Leader, Jason Wright  jason@historycenter.org 

Bookkeeper, Tina Mueller            bookkeeper@crwpc.org 
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