
  

 

August 2020 

We are a servant church, nurturing each other’s spiritual journey and  
personal gifts. All are welcome! 

The Voice of Westminster 

  
We will shortly be reopening in-person worship here at Westminster—on August 2 to be exact. Some of 

you will choose to come at this time; others will discern that it is best to stay at home, and participate via 

our online service. Either way, we are Westminster Presbyterian Church, a part of the universal body of 

Christ. 

 

I was shocked this week when I read a news release from a pastor who said, “We are commanded to 

gather in worship.” My dismay over this statement was not that it was nowhere in scripture. In fact, it’s 

attributed to Hebrews 10:24-25. However, it was being taken out of context, fueling a guilt trip for those 

who felt it best to stay home. It was, in effect, denying that gathering is the only way to respond biblical-

ly. So what does it mean to be the church in a time of pandemic? Here are a few thoughts: 

 

• The church has a calling to act in a way that promotes the health and well-being of those who gather 
together, but also of the wider community.  

• As the body of Christ, and servants of God, we do not assume privilege, or an exception when it 
comes to gathering together. Rather, the church acts within guidelines that others must also abide, 
to affirm our shared humanity and common cause. Jesus called the church to not run away from 
crosses and challenges. As followers of Christ, we are called to be more patient, show greater resili-
ence, and display stronger fortitude in dealing with the frustrations and challenges of this pandemic. 

• Above all, having been commanded to love one another and love our neighbors as ourselves, we act 
in a way that shows primary concern for the well-being of others, especially mindful of those who are 
most vulnerable to the virus. This is why when we wear masks, and maintain social distance, it 
demonstrates that we care. 
 
Whether you choose to gather together on Aug. 2 or decide it’s better to stay at home, we remain the 
church, and may God’s richest blessings be upon you. 
 

              -Pastor Roger 

 

Note: Details of the plan to reopen in-person services at Westminster are on p. 3 of this newsletter and 

and our website. 

 

What It Means to Be The Church In A Time of Pandemic 

https://www.crwpc.org/resuming-worship-at-wpc
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Session Notes 

Westminster’s Session met via Zoom for its regular meeting on Tuesday, July 21, at 6:30 p.m. After 

an opening discussion of what they remembered about confirmation class, regular business began. 

• The biggest action taken by the elders was approval of limited in-person worship services begin-

ning Sunday, Aug. 2. The ad hoc committee on reopening had submitted a principles and practic-

es document that went before the Session. Details  have been mailed to members and partici-

pants at Westminster.  

• Session also reviewed and approved the updated Child and Youth Protection Policy, which in-

cludes use of the comprehensive online resource, Safe Gatherings, for background checks, train-

ing in acceptable procedures and certification. Anyone working with children in any capacity at 

Westminster will be required to go through Safe Gatherings. 

• Approved, through the consent agenda, the use by the Linn County Election Office of the Family 

Life Center for the Nov. 3 election.  

Session closed with Warren Feerer saying a closing prayer. The next regular Session meeting will be 

Aug. 18 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

The 224th General Assembly (GA), the governing body of the PCUSA, met for its annual meet-

ing. This year, however, rather than the usual large, in-person gathering, all meetings were vir-

tual, due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.  

The theme of this year's GA was "From Lament to Hope". Strong statements concerning social 

justice, inclusion of all people of color, sexual orientation and the COVID pandemic infused 

many of the discussions of the GA. With nearly 780 participants in the Zoom meeting, at times, 

the discussions could be somewhat tedious but there was so much to discuss.  

The GA also issued a common statement on “Racism, Advocacy for Black Women and Girls.” To 

read more about the GA’s work, you can read the entire report on the PEIA website. 

-Jan Kosowski, Commissioner 

PCUSA General Assembly Makes History With All Virtual Sessions 

https://peia.org/wp-content/uploads/Minutes-of-the-192nd-Stated-Meeting-1.pdf
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In-Person Worship 

Guidelines for Gathering for In-Person Worship Beginning on Aug. 2, 2020 

Pastor Roger’s front page letter reminds us that our primary obligation during the re-opening of 

Westminster for worship is to do our best to care for each other, that wearing a mask and using 

hand sanitizer are a way of showing our love. The purpose of this article is to share additional de-

tails of what to expect when you return to worship. 

 

When and where worship will be offered:  

9 a.m. worship in the Family Life Center (FLC) 

11 a.m. worship in the Sanctuary.  

 

What to expect:  

FLC: To practice safe distancing of 6 feet, chairs will be set up six feet apart, enabling a 

capacity of approximately 40 people.  

We will, however, make available three tables in the back of the FLC for families with 

children who dwell in the same household.  

Sanctuary: We will only be using every other pew, asking individuals/family units to main-

tain a six-foot distance from other individuals or family units. 

Offering plates will be placed at the entrance and exit for both services.  

No nursery service at this time. 

Specific guidance for those who plan on attending.  

• All congregants will be asked to wear a mask. If you forget or do not have one, we will have some 

available. We wear masks for the sake of protecting our neighbors.  

• Until such a time when it is deemed safe, Holy Communion will be offered through streaming 

worship online once a month.  

• No food or beverages will be allowed to be brought into the building, nor will any be served ei-

ther before or after the service.  

• With social distancing and the wearing of masks, worshippers will be able to engage in congrega-

tional singing. Those leading the singing will be social distancing, but not using masks.  

• We will encourage those who have health risk factors, and those who are older, to consider not 

gathering for in-person worship, but utilize the online live streaming option. We will also encour-

age people to talk with children and family members before coming to worship. 

Outside Groups 

It should be noted that, at this point in time, the groups that use the church for various meetings will 

not be meeting at Westminster. This is a step that will be determined after in-person worship is es-

tablished. 
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Westminster’s Prayer Shawl Ministry is known for its warmth, whether it’s the fresh coffee and home-

made goodies they share or the warmth from the yarn they use to knit  prayer shawls for those I spir-

itual need and scarves to decorate the railings at Loaves & Fishes food pantry. 

You might think that with the isolation mode most 

people have practiced during the COVID-19 pan-

demic, the knitters would be dormant. Not so!  

They have been meeting via Zoom on a regular ba-

sis. The first meeting was set up by Barb Moss’s 

daughter, Trudy, who thought it would be fun for 

the group to see each other, even if it was a virtual 

meeting. Then Barb learned to set up the calls and 

the other day, Karol Cooper did the honors. The 

group has 7-to-8 people, sometimes a few less and they hold up what they’re working on, sip coffee 

and chat.  

Talk about learning new skills! 

  

 

 

Knitting Love & Warmth-Zoom Style 

Sara Tyler held up this beautiful prayer 

shawl that’s been working on. 

And, you just never know who will join the group. On July 22, 

Luman Colton made a cameo appearance. It was great to see 

him again! 

Karol Cooper 

holds up her latest 

project. 
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August Birthdays 

Special Thank-You 

Westminster’s Session would like to thank every-

one who has continued to send in their offerings 

during this unusual time. As you know, the ex-

penses and work of the church exist even when 

we aren’t able to meet together.  

If your work or income situation has changed 

during this virus pandemic, we understand and 

appreciate whatever you can do. 

As Westminster resumes in-person worship, 

offering plates will be placed outside the FLC and 

Sanctuary. It is, however, still fine to mail in your 

offering if you are more comfortable doing that.  

 
August Needs  

 Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry 

Salad dressing 

Kool-Aid mix 

Instant potatoes 

Toothpaste 

Also, the pantry does not need egg car-
tons at this time. The pantry does need 

plastic bags. 

Thank you for supporting this  

important mission! 

Christian Ed Planning Mode 

Typically in our August newsletter, we 

would be sharing the lesson lineup for 

both Adult Ed and Sunday School.  

Rest assured that there has been some 

planning and ideas batted around, but 

classes will be delayed until we success-

fully launch in-person worship and Ses-

sion re-evaluates resuming other activi-

ties. 
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Westminster Presbyterian Church 

Beginning Aug. 2, Westminster will hold services  

9:00 a.m. FUEL  service in the Family Life Center 

11:00 a.m. Traditional service in the Sanctuary 

We will follow the guidelines set forth on pages 1 and 2 of this newsletter. 

 

Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Sunday Worship Times-All Services online. Links at crwpc.org 
 

 

Visit us on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter or at www.crwpc.org 
PHONE:   319-366-7185 

Church Staff 

Pastor, Rev. Roger D. Grandia     pastorroger@crwpc.org 

Communications & Shared Ministry Coordinator  

Gale Smetana         gale@crwpc.org 

Choir Director & Church Musician,  

Damon Cole         cole1350@gmail.com 

FUEL Music Director, A.J. Plummer    aj@ajplummer.com 

Bookkeeper, Tina Mueller            bookkeeper@crwpc.org 

Nursery Attendant, Lindsay Meade             lindsay_meade@hotmail.com              

Newsletter Editor, Gale Smetana        gale@crwpc.org 

Newsletter Contributors:  Pastor Roger Grandia, Karol Cooper, Jan Kosowski 
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