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January 2019  

We are a servant church, nurturing each other’s spiritual journey and  
personal gifts. All are welcome! 

The Voice of Westminster 

Dear Westminster Family, 

For many, the new year serves as a catalyst to reflect on what the last year has brought and, at the 

same time, to imagine what the coming year might bring.  It is a time do a sort of accounting about 

one’s life, one’s purpose, and one’s values.  Some of us end up making New Year’s resolutions and 

we make promises to eat healthier, exercise more, clear the clutter, and be kinder.  The turning of 

the calendar year creates a sense of hope and we welcome the possibility of starting new.   

For Christians, the hope of the new year serves to compliment the Good News we have just received 

and celebrated by the coming of the Christ Child.  As people of faith, our journey into the new year 

is grounded first and foremost in our belief that in Jesus Christ we are made new.  We belong to a 

God who gifts us with grace and assures us that we are beloved.  And then, we are called to share 

this Good News with others. 

For Westminster, the timing of this season of  renewal and hope is perfect.  As you ready yourselves 

to welcome your newly called Installed Pastor, the church is perfectly positioned to remember who 

it has been and to imagine who it is called to be.  Questions you might want to keep asking are, 

“What is our purpose and mission?”  “What do we value?” “What promises do we need to make?”  

“Who is God calling us to become?”  “How can we best express God’s love?” 

For me, this is a season of transition, too, as I reflect on the last seven months of ministry with you, 

and as I ready myself to end my season of service with you.  I deeply appreciate the opportunity to 

serve, to preach, to learn, and to worship alongside you.  I have grown to love this congregation 

(again) and it has been an incredible blessing to watch how God works in this church family.  You are 

a resilient, faithful, generous and gifted congregation. I have great confidence that, in the years to 

come, you will continue to do amazing ministry.   

My prayer for us all is that we continue to be open to whatever God might be calling us to do, always 

willing to be challenged, always seeking to build up one another, and constantly seeking ways to 

embody God’s radical love and grace. 

With gratitude and love,                                                           

 -Pastor Kristin 
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Annual Meeting Notice | Jan. 27 

Westminster will hold its annual meeting Jan. 27. The Session has voted to hold a joint service at 

10 am. in the Family Life Center, followed by the annual meeting at 11 a.m.  We’ll top it off with 

lunch-all in the FLC!  Please plan to attend!   

Meet Pastor Roger  

The Rev. Roger Grandia will preach at a joint service in the Sanctuary at 10 a.m. on Jan. 20. 
As announced in November,  the Pastor Nominating Committee  selected Pastor Roger to be 
the next installed pastor at Westminster Presbyterian Church, pending a congregational vote 
on Jan. 20. 

Pastor Roger has over thirty years of ordained pastoral ministry. He has served two congre-
gations as an installed pastor, one congregation as a Redevelopment Pastor, and ten as a 
Specialized Transitional Minister. He is also a consultant for Blessing Point Ministries.  Pastor 
Roger's hobbies include: spending time with family, sports, gardening, and doing various 
kinds of art (pottery, chalk talks, pastels, pencil portraits, watercolor painting, calligraphy, 
woodworking, cartooning, caricatures). He has enjoyed using art in ministry, and has, over 
the last 35 years, been privileged to speak at graduation ceremonies, churches, camps, con-
ferences, jails, as well as at various other events. 

He has led two mission trips to Costa Rica, where he used art to speak at public and private 
schools, children's clubs and in worship services. In 2012, he was invited to lead the Annual 
Presbyterian Spiritual Retreat in Chiapas, Mexico to teach pastors how to present the gospel 
using visuals. 

Pastor Roger and his wife, Jill, have four children and three grandchildren between them. 
Two are married and live in West Michigan, one lives in Rockford, IL, and the youngest lives 
in  Battle Creek. Pastor Roger is originally from Oskaloosa, IA and went to Central College in 
Pella. 

He looks forward to meeting you when he preaches at our joint service Jan. 20 at 10 a.m. in 
the Sanctuary. 

Congregational Meeting | Jan. 20 

Please remember to attend the joint service at 10 a.m. in the Sanctuary on Jan. 20. Pastor Roger 

Grandia will be preaching. Afterward, there will be a special called meeting of the congregation 

during which the members will vote on whether to accept Pastor Roger as the next installed pas-

tor. 
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Adult Education at Westminster 

Spring 2019 

 

Jan. 6, 13 & Feb. 3, 10. Mike Bryant –| Roman Judea: Who’s in Charge Here, Anyway?  

Mike 

is a well known local historian who has presented several other programs about church history at 

Westminster in the last several years. 

 

Jan. 20 All church meeting – No Adult Ed. 

 

Jan. 27 Annual Meeting – No Adult Ed. 

 

Feb. 17, 24 & March 3 | Taylor Patrick O’Neill, PhD , Assistant Professor of Religion at MMU 

– What is moral? Taylor teaches Moral Theology at MMU. He will lead us to consider how we 

decide if something is moral. He will lead us in a discussion of some current moral issues. 

 

March 10, 17 & 24 Serena Tarr  |  Assistant Professor of Sociology at Kirkwood Community Col-
lege | Among the Bogeymen: A Year with the Alt-Right  

Serena  spent a year conducting observational studies of alt-right groups and was embedded with 
some of the leadership of the alt-right. She will share her experiences with these people and will 
help us understand their thinking and motivation. 

 

March 31 Fifth Sunday – No Adult Ed. 

 

Apr. 7, 14  | Short Stories by Jesus   

The enigmatic parables of a controversial rabbi – this will be a study of some of Jesus’ parables us-
ing a book and video by Amy-Jill Levine 

 

April 21 Easter – No Adult Ed. 

 

April 28 - Caleb Gates  | Refugee Case Manager and Advocacy Coordinator | Catherine 

McAuley Center  - Caleb will describe his work with refugees at the CMC and help us  

understand the dilemma of refugees in 2019. 

 

May 5, 12, 19 | Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory | These videos were produced by Randy  

Balmer, PhD - Professor of Religion at Dartmouth College. He documents the rise of 

evangelicalism in America, how it manifests today and the impact it has on American culture. 
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Sunday School & The Greatest Story Ever Told 

Sunday School will kick off on Feb. 3. This session, we’ll be teaching  great stories of the New Tes-

tament with our team of teachers from the fall session. We’ll plan on meeting on the landing at 

10:10, sing a few songs together and then head to the classroom. Mark your calendars! 

 

Fun Volunteer Opportunity 

If you’ve wanted to find a volunteer opportunity at Westminster, but are still looking the right fit, 

would you consider serving in the nursery on Sundays? The nursery is currently looking for volun-

teers. If you think you might be interested or have questions, please stop by the nursery and talk 

with Lindsay Meade. You can also reach Lindsay at her e-mail address:  

lindsay.meade@hotmail.com 

All  members working with minors need to be vetted. 

2019 Envelopes Ready  

Your 2019 offering envelopes are available and will be outside your worship areas. If you do not plan 

to use them, please do not take them. This will let the office know not to order next year. We can save 

money by not ordering envelopes that won’t be used. Every little bit helps. Thank you!  

Speakers on Human Trafficking at Men’s Group 

Representatives from the group, “Chains Interrupted,” will speak to the  Men’s Breakfast group on 

Jan. 16 at 7:30 in the Atrium. This group is dedicated to ending human trafficking in Iowa and be-

yond. It’s a growing problem and  having an interstate that cuts through Iowa makes this a promi-

nent place for trafficking. 
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Loaves & Fishes Serves Christmas Dinner Fixin’s 

Loaves and Fishes (L&F) Food Pantry served 167 people/families  during its Christmas dinner 

event on Dec. 18. This year, L&F volunteers offered ham, potatoes, fresh fruit, canned vegeta-

bles, breads, pastries and much more to make Christmas a little brighter for those who come to 

the pantry. 

As always, the Westminster family should be thanked for the many contributions to Loaves and 

Fishes throughout the year, whether it be money or food. But, keeping the pantry going and 

providing quality protein, carb and other healthy items takes tremendous teamwork both with-

in and outside of Westminster. 

Turkey, ham, eggs and margarine were purchased by our church partner, Christ Episcopal 

Church (CEC), and those items run into thousands of dollars. It’s a partnership that harkens 

back to the days when the former St. John’s Episcopal was located in this neighborhood, but it 

endures today. 

HACAP which provides much free food and government commodities is the food lifeblood of 

L&F. “We really couldn’t operate without HACAP. Our numbers have risen and it’s with food 

from HACAP that we can operate as we do,” said Jan Kosowski, L&F director. 

In 2018, a fellow Third Avenue Church, First Lutheran, donated several grocery carts of food to 

L&F. The Build Better Bridge Club that meets twice at week at Westminster donated holiday 

canned and boxed goods. A local orchard donated 500 pounds of delicious, fresh apples.  

But, there’s more. Members of Westminster collected warm winter accessories to help give our 

clients a boost. It is amazing how these small things mean so much to clients who have so little. 

Volunteers lug food items to the pantry using their own vehicles, week in and week out. It’s not 

a glamour job and they don’t get much credit, but each and every one makes a difference in a 

client’s life. 

But, most amazing, are the relationships formed. Volunteers call clients by name. They wish 

them well as they leave. They make the clients feel welcome and special. What more could any 

of us ask?  
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The Month of January 
 

 

Offering Stewards 

Jan.  7— Maggie York & Warren Ferrer 
Jan. 14— Barb & Bill Moss 

Jan. 22* - Warren Ferrer & Tom Read 
Jan. 28—  Pat Teig & Mark Tyler 

 

9 a.m. Liturgists 

 Jan. 6—Kate & Audrey Fashimpaur, Eric Swanson 

Jan. 13—Stephanie Martinez 

 

10 a.m. Liturgist (Joint Service) 

Jan. 20— Signe Henderson 

Jan. 27—Warren Feerer 

 

11 a.m. Liturgists 

 Jan. 6—Ann Buckheister 

Jan. 13—Dale Crosier 

 

11:00 a.m. Ushers/Greeters 

Jan. 6—Joan Charters, Dick Trotter 

Jan. 13—Flora Kitzman, Barb Schultz 

Jan. 20—Jean Kenison, John & Signe Henderson 

 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 Signage Update 

MediaQuest has ordered the new electronic sign for 

Westminster from Daktronics, one of the world’s leaders 

in the display industry. MediaQuest will be meeting with 

Duball Electric in early January to coordinate their 

efforts. The sign is slated for completion and installation 

in mid to late February. 
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Please visit www.crwpc.org/calendar to stay informed of changes to this month’s calendar. 
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Westminster Presbyterian Church 

 

Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

 

Sunday Worship Times 

9:00 a.m. FUEL  service in the Family Life Center 

11:00 a.m. Traditional service in the Sanctuary 
 

 

Visit us on Facebook or at www.crwpc.org 
PHONE:   319-366-7185 
FAX:          319-366-7187 

Nursery Attendant, Lindsay Meade             lindsay_meade@hotmail.com       

Custodian, Gary Mohomes          

Newsletter Editor, Gale Smetana     gale@crwpc.org 

               

Church Office         westmin@crwpc.org 

Temporary Pastor, Kristin Hutson                pastorkristin@crwpc.org 

Communications & Shared  Ministry Coord.  

Gale Smetana         gale@crwpc.org 

Choir Director & Church Musician,  

Damon Cole         cole1350@gmail.com 

Contemporary Worship Leader, Jason Wright  jason@historycenter.org 

Bookkeeper, Tina Mueller            bookkeeper@crwpc.org 
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