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“We even rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, charac-
ter; and character, hope. And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. “Romans 5:3-5 

A small, but persistent, group of Facebook friends have, again, been punctuating my newsfeed with positive 

thoughts. It’s a seven day challenge to cultivate a little positive thinking – three affirmative thoughts a day, for a 

whole week. You wouldn’t think you’d need to pose that as a challenge, now would you? Not in a nation with as 

much of everything as we have! 

Reading the evidence around us, though, maybe the optimists are right. The nightly news is routinely grim. 

Newspapers, magazines, talk radio, television – at their very best, these are only neutral; mostly they present an 

anxious look at a world teetering close to chaos. My informal survey says there’s at least one pessimistic story 

for every positive (or even indifferent) one. And I’m not convinced the ratio is much better in the forms of per-

sonal communication that we control, whether it’s a phone call to a friend, a rant on a blog or a social media 

post, or gossip around the lunch table at work. 

There’s a reason for that, of course – a lot about life is hard. Pick any of 10,000 things that aren’t as they 

should be, like the boss (parent, spouse, friend) who only seems to notice what you do wrong, never what you 

do right. Children left to fend for themselves, environmental worries, people who want to work but can’t find a 

job, strangers who are suspicious and rude. Not to mention the biggies, like the political drama of the day in 

D.C., Ransomware attacks across Europe, North Korean missile tests. Just finding a “happy thought” won’t 

change any of that. 

But this is where I think the life of faith kicks in. Most of the optimists I have met are not Pollyannas. They 

know all about the hardships and the dangers of life, and they know perfectly well when it would be not only bad 

form, but hurtful, to start singing zip-a-dee-do-dah to a person in pain. But what they choose, over and over, is 

to voice hopefulness to the face of trouble, affirming an ultimate trust in goodness. Granted, they don’t have 

much hard evidence to back their choice; these folks are operating on faith that there is a greater purpose, a be-

nevolence, an integrity to the world we inhabit. Many would name the source of their faith as God, but I think all 

of them would agree that hopefulness is a deliberate choice they take up, day by day, even when it’s a hard 

choice to make, even when they don’t feel “happy”.  

Ada Blenkhorn penned a poem in 1899 that could be (has been!) a theme song for people who make that 

conscious choice to “keep on the sunny side of life”. I’m not always successful, but it’s a choice I try to make eve-

ry morning, and I will keep trying for as long as the morning dawns.  

“There's a dark and a troubled side of life; there's a bright and a sunny side, too; 
Though we meet with the darkness and strife, the sunny side we also may view. 
Keep on the sunny side, always on the sunny side, keep on the sunny side of life; 
It will help us ev'ry day, it will brighten all the way, if we keep on the sunny side of life. 

Praising God always, in all ways!  

 

We are a servant church, nurturing each 
other’s spiritual journey and  

personal gifts. All are welcome! 
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What’s Your Preference? 

Paper or Electronic? 
 

Most of us are used to sharing a preference when we order food 

in a restaurant, but if you were asked how you prefer to get 

your Westminster newsletter, what would you say?  

 

As you may have noticed, we have 

restarted our “This Week at West-

minster” emails. A number of you 

requested that and staff respond-

ed. Now, we’re looking at the 

monthly newsletter and wondering 

if you would rather get it in your email. 

 

We know we have some members who do not use computers 

and we’ll keep supplying them with paper newsletters. No wor-

ries. But how many of you would just as soon get the monthly 

newsletter in your email? We’d like to know.  

 

If you would like to get an email newsletter rather than a paper 

one, send us an email at westmin@crwpc.org or 

gale@crwpc.org.  The nice thing about the electronic newslet-

ter is that no matter where you are in the country or overseas, 

you can stay on top of Westminster news.  

 
 
 

June Loaves & Fishes Donations 
 

Pork & Beans, Crackers & Dish Soap 
 

Canned and boxed food only; no jars, please.  
Standard sized cans as most of our guests walk to the pantry.  

Toilet paper and personal products always needed.  

Back in August 
The Voice of Westminster monthly newsletter will be taking off the 

month of July. This Week at Westminster will still  be emailed weekly 

and announcements will be available next to church service bulletins.  



 

Honoring Our Grads on June 4 

Today, 64,000 Iowans suffer from Alzheimer's or dementia. June is Alzheimer’s and Brain 

Awareness month. You can raise awareness by wearing purple. You can also support a care-

giver, become better educated about the 10 warning signs or get involved with the Alzhei-

mer's Association. For more information please visit alz.org/eci or call 800-272.-3900.  

Westminster will honor its graduates June 4 during the 9 a.m. service in the Family Life Center.  There is 

much to celebrate from high school graduations to college and even graduate school. We will have a special 

moment during the service to honor our achievers: 

 

 Anna Long 

 Maggie Lampe 

 Matt  Shanklin 

 Shelby Leeper 

 Madison Graff 

 Lindsay Meade 

 Donna Jiruska 

 Prince Nabuyoli 

 

If you know of a graduate from Westminster that isn’t listed, please let us know so they are included on our 

Seniors Board. 

 

Congratulations to all of you for your achievements!   

Did You Know? 



Worship Volunteers for June 2017 

Offering Stewards 

June 4—Maggie York & Ann Buckheister 

June 11—Larry Cooper & Barb Schultz 

June 18—Connie Hayes & Warren Feerer 

June 25-- Pat Teig & Mark Tyler 

 

8:00 a.m. Greeters/Ushers 

June 4—Darwin  Busch 

June 11—Don & Sherryl Hoeppner 

June 18—No one signed up 

June 25—No one signed up 

 

11:00 a.m. Ushers/Greeters 

June 4-Jim & Cheryl Shanklin 

June 11-Dick Trotter, John & Signe Henderson 

June 18-Barb Schultz, Luman & Sharon Colton 

June 25-Joan Charters, Jen Kenison, Claudia Warfel 

 

Note: Liturgists will be named by Pastor Randi on her 

return from vacation. 

 

Summer Service Times 

 

Effective June 4, Westminster will move to its summer 

schedule for services.  

 

 9 a.m.—FUEL Service  in the Family Life Center 

 11 a.m.—Traditional Service in the Sanctuary 

 

No Adult or Children’s Sunday School  

We could still use volunteers for the Summer Neighborhood Meals program June 19-23. You 

can help serve lunch to a hungry family at St. Paul’s Methodist Church across the street from 

WPC. We have also committed to the week of  July 17-21. This is a great way to do something 

tangible to help our Wellington Heights neighbors. We need people for different types of jobs 

including serving and cleanup. Please think about how you could help, check your calendars 

and sign up. You can also contact Tom Read or the office for more information. Thank you!  

For I was hungry and you gave me food... 





 

Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 

 

Summer Sunday Worship Times 

9:00 a.m. Blended service in the Family Life Center 

11:00 a.m. Traditional service in the Sanctuary 
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