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We are a servant church, nurturing each other’s spiritual journey and  
personal gifts. All are welcome! 

The Voice of Westminster 

Each week God brings us numerous opportunities to impact others, to make a difference in the lives of 
those around us. How do we as Christians evaluate these, so we can be responding in a way He would 
desire? 
 
At our April 16 Session meeting, we reflected on this very thing: “What is the biblical framework we need 
to operate with in order to respond appropriately?” 
 
Session members offered many very positive thoughts; I share only a few: We should: 
 Do unto others as we would have them do to us (Golden Rule);  

 Step out in faith, asking “WHO would this benefit and HOW would it benefit?” 

 Treat each other as part of the family, really getting to know people.  

 Make sure everything glorifies God, and is consistent with Scripture. 

 We should positively enable others in their ministry without compromising core values. 

 

This triggered in me a thought that Zig Ziglar, one of the most successful business persons and motiva-
tional speakers of recent times often repeated: “If you want to be successful, work at helping other people 
be successful.” 
 
For us, as Christians, that means not only “sharing” the Good News, but “being” the Good News. It 
means exemplifying the qualities Paul shares in his letters to Timothy. Seek first the kingdom, being 
obedient to the Great Commandments and the Great Commission. 
 
Always note: Christ is the Head of the church and ultimately owns everything; we must constantly be  

asking ourselves, “How can we use the resources HE has given us, (time, treasure, talent, building, etc), to 
bear the most fruit for the kingdom…impacting lives for eternity?”  It is never about deciding what we 
want, but discerning what HE wants. Too often we are asking, “How will this benefit us?,” rather than 
“How can we grow the kingdom?”  WE CAN ACCOMPLISH SO MUCH MORE WHEN IT DOESN’T MATTER 
WHO GETS THE CREDIT. 

We would be given the opportunity shortly, to use this framework to explore the opportunity to start a 

new congregation in our chapel on Saturday evenings at 6:30 p.m. How would you have responded? 

Read the article “Starting a New Congregation Within Westminster’s Facility,” on page 2. 

 

Blessings,              Pastor Roger 

 

Opportunities: Responding with a Kingdom Mentality 
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In our February Session meeting, we felt we could make a significant kingdom contribution by posi-

tively responding to a building use request from Narcotics Anonymous (NA). The group wanted to 

use our building three evenings a week for their meetings (Tuesday, Friday, and Saturday). 

 

On Tuesday, April 16, Rev. Barb Furman, a Methodist minister, came before Session to request that 

Gospel Mission be able to start services on Saturday June 1, at 6:30 p.m. in the Chapel. 

 

We asked Pastor Barb to share what God had laid on her heart, and a bit of her background. She read 

Matthew 25:31-46. The passage reminds us that the way we treat the “least of our brothers and sis-

ters, this is how we have treated Christ.” This, she said has always been the focus of her ministry. We 

listened to her testimony and asked questions.  

 

Before attending seminary, Barb worked many years as a corrections officer. After seminary, among 

other things, she served many years as a jail chaplain, and helped start Mission of Hope, then located 

on 1st avenue, not far from where Westminster is located. This ministry worked diligently to fulfill the 

needs described in the Matthew 25 passage. 

 

After allowing Pastor Barb to leave, we prayed, asking how Christ would have us respond to her re-

quest. Would this help build His kingdom, by bringing the lives of those in this neighborhood and be-

yond to Christ ? Would this be a ministry that He would want us to welcome into His building, as we 

are only stewards of what he has allowed us to have. (Biblically, we do not own this amazing facility; 

we only manage what is His). 

 

After prayer and discussion, Session felt that Christ would have us open Westminster to this group. 

Begin praying for this ministry, and see if there are ways God might be calling you to further support 

this kingdom endeavor. Remember, we can accomplish so much more, when it doesn’t matter who 

gets the credit. Only God deserves the glory! 

 

To His Glory, 

Pastor Roger 

 

 

“Starting a New Congregation Within Westminster’s Facility?” 

(Please lead the first page of the newsletter article before reading this one) 

The King will reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these 

brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” 

Page 2 
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Adult Ed in May 

May 5 | Connie Hayes | Loaves & Fishes | Connie discusses the growing number of people getting food 
from the pantry, the challenges and the rewards. Also on May 5, Robin Brunner from the Ecumenical 
Community Center. 
 
May 12 & 19 | Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory | Videos produced by Randy Balmer, PhD—Professor of 
Religion at Dartmouth College. He documents the rise of evangelicalism in American, how it manifests 
today and the impact it has on American culture.  
 
Adult Education completes its sessions in May and will resume in the fall. Thank you to all the members 
of the Adult Education Committee for their hard work setting up thought-provoking classes. Don Dam-
steegt chairs the group. 
 

Sunday School Schedule 
 

Our Sunday School has been studying New Testament lessons this semester. A team of dedicated vol-

unteer teachers has provided a great opportunity for our kids to learn and grow with their Westminster 

family. We’ve grown, too! We’ve had as many as 12 in our classes. We want all Westminster kids to 

know that they are surrounded by love.   

 

Thank you to our teachers: Jan Kosowski, Penny Novak, Val 

Neubauer, Butch and Lee Anne Hataway, Barb and Tom Read, 

Julie Schlader, Leanne Leeper, Lemi Tilahun, Heather Wagner, 

Kate and Audrey Fashimpaur.  Thanks, too, to Jason Wright & 

Stephanie Martinez, they’re who lead a singalong on the Landing 

before class. Favorite song? “I’ve got that joy, joy, joy, joy, down 

in my heart.” Amen! 

 

 

Here’s what we will study in May: 

 
May 5 | The Ascension | Jan Kosowski & Gale Smetana 

May 12 | Pentecost & The Gift of the Holy Spirit | TBD 

May 19 | Saul the Bully Becomes Paul the Believer 

May wraps up this semester of Sunday School. We’ll be back 

in the Fall!  We’ll have an organizational meeting over the summer. Thank you Westminster volunteers, 

for a great Sunday School year! 

 

Learning about Passover with a 

Seder plate. 

Star of Wonder! Making sun-

catchers. 



4 

 

 

Voice of Westminster 

 

 

 

 

 

Property Happenings Around the Minster 

Spring is a busy time for the Property Committee, especially with our friends from First Lutheran wor-

shipping at Westminster.  Just in this last month, Gary completed our crabgrass pre-emergent applica-

tions, we had Insect Control Specialists (ICS) in, defrosted the Family Life Center freezer, had the kitch-

en floors professionally cleaned (thank you Jerry Hintz for your recommendation and Mark Tyler for 

your contribution), Larry Cooper had the coffee pots serviced, Doug Horton is leading a spring grounds 

clean up, Barb and Bill Moss donated a flat screen TV, the narthex has new carpet, Chuck Crull donated 

a new American flag to accompany our WWII plaque, the security company came out to inspection 

sensors, Gale has our new electronic sign in full swing ... and more!   

Next up are projects such as refurbishing and reinstalling our old WPC sign on the 4th Ave. side of the 

property, completing our roof repairs (once temps are consistently above 40 degrees), fixing a broken 

basement window, servicing our entrance doors ... and more!  Our building is NOT the church but pro-

vides a place in which we can serve and worship our risen Lord.  Caring for the building is just one way 

in which we honor our Father.  Thank you church, for your faithfulness.            - 

          -Jan Kosowski, Co-Moderator, Property Committee 

 

 

 

 

Wanted: 

Personnel Committee is looking for a nursery back-up person for when 

Lindsay Meade takes time off. This is a paid position. If interested, please 

contact the personnel committee at  

personnel@crwpc.org.  

Thank you! 

Workday at Westminster  

Join us from 8 to noon Saturday, May 4, for a Westminster outdoor workday. We will be pick-
ing up debris and tidying the spaces around the building. If you have further questions, Doug 
Horton is organizing the event. Thank you Doug! 

Page  4 
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Session Notes  

Westminster’s Session met for their regular meeting on Tuesday, April 16 at 6:30 p.m.  

 Pastor Roger opened the meeting with a lesson and discussion on the framework the church uses 

to describe its mission and subsequent decisions.  

 A large part of the meeting was a presentation by Pastor Barb Furman, who came seeking a 

home for the Gospel Mission congregation. After hearing her presentation, Session voted to  

allow Gospel Mission to worship Saturday evenings at 6:30 p.m. in the Chapel with coffee and 

treats afterward in the Large Parlor. Session agreed to allow use from June 1 thru Sept 30, 

2019, to be reviewed for renewal prior to expiration. 

 Session voted to resume collection of the Pentecost special offering of PC(USA). The funds col-

lected go to programs for children and young adults, 40% of which is 

given to the local church to distribute. By adding this to the other 

three special offerings taken by Westminster, WPC will be “4 for 4.” 

 Session declined to participate in the PCUSA’s “Matthew 25” pro-

gram, until they get more information on what is expected of churches that join this initiative. 

Session closed with prayer. 

Thank you, thank you Westminster and Christ Episcopal (CEC) congregations for your donations during 

the Easter season!  We were able to offer a wonderful selection of foods for Easter dinner including a 

choice of a ham or a chicken, cake, corn muffin mix, corn, margarine, potatoes, milk, juice, and 

more!  Working at the pantry is a constant reminder of God's blessings.  We were offering some bath 

salts as an extra and one man said that he didn't have a bath tub, paused, and then said they lived in the 

woods.  PC and CEC, you make a difference in people's lives. 

While it is quite a ways off, now is the time to prepare for Christmas - yes Christmas.  This past year we 

had some extra Christmas decorations and offered them to our clients and they were a big hit.  As you 

do your spring cleaning, downsizing, or garage saling please keep L & F in mind as we are collecting 

decorations for a December offering.  Please just place these donations in the L & F baskets at WPC.  

-Jan Kosowski, Pantry Director 
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The Month of  May 

Thank You Volunteers! 
Note: May 26 will be a joint service in the FLC at 9 a.m. 

(This is a change from our usual joint service time due to 
First Lutheran using our facilities.) 

 

Offering Stewards 

May 6—Warren Feerer & Tom Read 

May 13—Barb & Bill Moss 

May 20—Warren Feerer & Tom Read 

May 28*—Maggie York & Ann Buckheister 

*Counting moved to Tuesday because of Memorial Day. 

 

9 a.m. Liturgists 

May 5—Loren Neubauer 

May 12—Barb Mumford 

May 19—Val Neubauer 

May 26—Ed Mumford 

(This is a joint service in the FLC at 9 a.m.) 

 

11 a.m. Liturgists 

May 5—Barb Read 

May 12—Warren Feerer 

May 19—Barb Moss 

 

11:00 a.m. Ushers/Greeters 

May 5—Barb Schultz & Sharon Colton 

May 12—Claudia Warfel & Brian Read 

May 19—Dick Trotter & Joan Charters 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

   

  

Did the “Voice of Westminster” miss 

your birthday? Please let us know. 

Sometimes the database doesn’t do 

its job right (it’s never operator er-

ror ;). Please contact the office and 

we will make sure your birthdate is 

added to appropriate month.  

And, happy birthday! 
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Please visit www.crwpc.org/calendar to stay informed of changes to this month’s calendar. 
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Westminster Presbyterian Church 

 

Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

 

Sunday Worship Times 

9:00 a.m. FUEL  service in the Family Life Center 

11:00 a.m. Traditional service in the Sanctuary 
 

 

Visit us on Facebook or at www.crwpc.org 
PHONE:   319-366-7185 
FAX:          319-366-7187 

Nursery Attendant, Lindsay Meade             lindsay_meade@hotmail.com       

Custodian, Gary Mohomes          

Newsletter Editor, Gale Smetana     gale@crwpc.org 

Newsletter Contributor: Jan Kosowski               

Church Office  

Pastor, Rev. Roger D. Grandia     pastorroger@crwpc.org 

Communications & Shared  Ministry Coord.  

Gale Smetana         gale@crwpc.org 

Choir Director & Church Musician,  

Damon Cole         cole1350@gmail.com 

Contemporary Worship Leader, Jason Wright  jason@historycenter.org 

Bookkeeper, Tina Mueller            bookkeeper@crwpc.org 
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