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November 2018 

We are a servant church, nurturing each other’s spiritual journey and  
personal gifts. All are welcome! 

The Voice of Westminster 

Giving and Giving Thanks 

This past Sunday during worship, members of our hard-working finance committee had the great 

privilege of announcing the receipt of some $40,000 of gift donations to the Long View Campaign – 

including enough to prompt the session to approve moving forward on the highly anticipated elec-

tronic sign.   It has been a great month and church members have really stepped up, witnessing to 

their deep commitment to this place, to this house of God, and to this community of faith and fami-

ly.  It has been nothing less than awesome, and we give thanks for those who have contributed to 

investing in the future of our church building. 

This month, our focus turns to stewardship and the process of church members prayerfully discern-

ing how they hope to financially support the ongoing mission and ministry of Westminster in the 

year 2019.  As you know, the church is dependent on member contributions.  You keep the lights 

on, you pay the salaries of the staff, and you make mission and ministry possible.  In this way, you 

hold the keys to the future of this church. 

I am excited for you all as I think about 2019.  What a great time to be part of this church family!  

You are readying yourselves for your next installed pastor. You are well on your way to completing 

a successful capital campaign. Average worship attendance is increasing and stands at almost 50% 

of members on any given week (this is incredible!). Your music program at both services is out-

standing. Our children’s Sunday School is thriving and attendance is up at Adult Education. We re-

cently received new members, and, perhaps most importantly, we feel good about ourselves.  

There is a great spirit in the air at Westminster.  Our future is bright and I am convinced that God is 

up to something very special for this church. 

So, jump on the band wagon, friends!  This is the time to say “Yes!”  Make your pledge to make a 

difference and to secure the mission and ministry of this church.  And in doing so, please consider 

bumping up your giving from last year – knowing that this year is going to bring even more exciting 

things and opportunities for our church family.  I just know it! 

With a grateful heart, 

Pastor Kristin 
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Amount  Needed: $165,000 

Amount Raised: (As of Oct. 31) $116,876.79* 

Still Needed: $48,123.21 

Please consider a contribution to our Long View 
Fund! 

*Amount raised does not reflect funds already spent 
on completed Long View projects. 

We Met the Match! 

What’s Been Accomplished So 

Far... 

 Sidewalk repairs—$4,558.20 

 The first roofing project, replacement 

of the leaking part of the flat roof - 

$65,557 

 Parking lot islands landscaped with 

rock—$5,314 

Coming Up: 

 2nd phase, roof repairs 

 Electronic sign 

 Security improvements 

Designed by MediaQuest. Actual message board will be in 

full, programmable color. 

 

Dollar for dollar, your gift to the elec-
tronic church sign has been matched 
up to $5000!   
 
We are thrilled to announce that con-
tributions in October put us over the 
top on raising money for a new elec-
tronic sign. Session has approved 
moving forward with the project. 
 
Now, the Property Committee is in 
the process of getting electrical bids 
necessary to connect this type of 
sign.  
 
Once, we receive those bids, we can 
sign contracts for the work. This type 
of project typically takes approxi-
mately 10 weeks from the time of the 
contract signing. 

Long View Updates 

Don’t Forget to Vote! 

Please remember Tuesday, Nov. 6, is 

election day. Your vote is important! 

Westminster is once again, a precinct polling place. 
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 Time to Order Envelopes 

 

The office will be ordering contribution envelopes as we did last year, plus envelopes for new 
members. If there’s a change in how you plan to pay your pledge, please let the office know by 
noon on Nov. 12. Thank you! 

 

Christian Education Plans for November 

If you haven’t been to Adult Education or brought the kids to Sunday School this fall, you’re 

missing a lot. We have had teacher rotation in Sunday School that has brought a lot of creative 

learning. Our Adult Ed has been well-attended with a wide range of topics. Adult Ed meets in the 

Atrium at 10 a.m. Kids meet on the Landing between 10 and 10:10. Below are the plans for No-

vember. Please support these ministries. 

Adult Education 

Nov. 4 | Rev. Jerry Fagerland | Pastoring to the Elderly 

Rev. Fagerland is a licensed minister who has developed a ministry to nursing homes and care 
centers. He leads worship services and Bible studies in several locations. He’ll share his experi-
ences as a pastor to the elderly. 

 

Nov. 11 | Caleb Gates | Refugee Case Manager and Advocacy Coordinator | Catherine 
McAuley Center 

Caleb will tell us about the work of the CMC, why refugees come to Cedar Rapids and the needs 
of refugees he works with. 

 

Nov. 18, 25 & Dec. 2 | Philip Yancey | Prayer: Does it make any difference 

We’ll watch 2 weeks of a 6 week series on prayer by a well-known Christian author and discuss. 

 

Sunday School 

Nov. 4  | Passover | Penny Novak & Lemi Tilahun 

Nov. 11 | Moses & the 10 Commandments | Penny Novak & Lemi Tilahun 

Nov. 18 | Elisha & the Widow | Karen Fashimpaur & Eric Swanson 

Nov. 25 | Thanksgiving weekend | Kids help out at breakfast (greet, clear tables, etc.) 
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Cranksgiving Returns! 

Once again, Loaves & Fishes is teaming up with Goldfinch Cyclery for 

the second annual “Cranksgiving” on Nov. 11. Cyclists will go to a list of 

stores and purchase items designated by L&F.  Prizes are given for the 

fastest cyclist. Last year, this group brought in 1,600 pounds of food for 

L&F. That’s a lot of crankin’! Members are invited to help unload the contributions and greet the 

riders. The event will be held on Nov. 11. Times will be publicized in your weekly announcements. 

Share the Bounty, Share the Warmth 

This holiday season , we want to provide both food and winter accessories for our clients at 
Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry. So, we are gathering items for a Thanksgiving dinner (more on 
Christmas next month) and new or gently used scarves, hats and mittens. Here’s the complete 
wish list.  

Share the Bounty: 

Gravy mix         Evaporated milk 

Instant mashed potatoes    Cream of mushroom soup 

Green beans        Stuffing 

Cranberry sauce       Pumpkin pie filling 

Please place these items in the grocery carts by Nov. 18. 

Share the Warmth: 

New or clean, gently used: 

Mittens or gloves       Scarves      Hats 

Please place in the white laundry baskets located outside the FLC and church office by Nov. 25. 
Thank you for supporting this important ministry! 
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Prayer for the PNC 

Dear Church Family,  Please join with others as we include the members of our Pastor Nominating 
Committee in our daily prayers:  

Holy God,  we join our hearts in prayer as the family of God called into being and empowered by 
you through the Holy Spirit.  Continue to guide our Pastor Nominating Committee in their work 
and in their efforts to find our next installed pastor.  Give them the energy they need and help 
them be wise in their discernment.  We also pray for those seeking new calls.  Draw them our way 
so that we might explore whether we are called to minister with them.  And in the midst of this 
process, keep our hopes up, give us patience, and increase our faith and trust in you. In the name 
of Jesus, who promises renewed life, we pray, Amen.   

Annual Meeting Notice 

Westminster will hold its annual meeting Jan. 27. The Session has voted to hold a joint service at 

10 am. In the Family Life Center, followed by annual meeting at 11 a.m. , also in the FLC. We’ll top 

it off with lunch!  Please plan to attend!  Committee reports that go into the annual report are due 

in the office by Friday, Dec. 14.   

Concert Time With Cedar Singers Community Chorus 

Cedar Singers Community Chorus, under the direction of Damon Cole, will present their 4th annual 
fall concert, "Have a Dream, Have a Song," on Sat., Nov. 3 at 7 p.m. in the Sanctuary at Westmin-
ster. Justin Roberts will be the emcee.  Please join us for an evening of song highlighting American 
standards, Patriotic selections and musical theatre.  Light refreshments will be served in the Large 
Parlor following the concert.  A free will offering honoring the veterans will be taken.  Many mem-
bers of our chancel choir sing in the chorus so please show your support and come and enjoy an 
evening of musical favorites!  

 

Westminster Singers To Perform At Harmony Hawks Concert 

Westminster Singers, which include members of our Chancel Choir,  will perform at the Harmony 
Hawks Gospel Concert Nov. 9 at 7 p.m. at the New Covenant Bible Church. The concert is free, 
but there will be a free will offering for the Salvation Army. Go Westminster! 
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The Month of November 

 

Offering Stewards 

Nov. 5—Pat Teig & Mark Tyler 

Nov. 12—Barb & Bill Moss 

Nov. 19—Maggie York & Ann Buckheister 

Nov. 26—Warren Feerer & Tom Read 

 

9 a.m. Liturgists 

 Nov. 4—Barb Mumford 

Nov. 11—Don Damsteegt 

Nov. 18—Jan Kosowski 

Nov. 25—Loren Neubauer 

 

11 a.m. Liturgists 

Nov. 4—Ann Buckheister 

Nov. 11—Ed Mumford 

Nov. 18—Dale Crosier 

Nov 25—Dick Trotter 

 

11:00 a.m. Ushers/Greeters 

Nov. 4—Dick Trotter & Joan Charters 

Nov. 11—Flora Kitzman, Jim & Cheryl Shanklin 

Nov. 18—Jean Kenison, John & Signe Henderson 

Nov. 25—Claudia Warfel, Barb Schultz 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Daylight Saving Time Reminder 

Daylight Saving Time (DST) ends Sun-

day, Nov. 4, this year. Please remember 

to set your clocks back one hour before 

going to bed or you’ll be an hour early 

for church. Wouldn’t you rather get an 

extra hour of rest? 

The ECC Foundation Fundraiser  

Sat., Nov. 3, from 2-4 p.m. in the Family Life 
Center. Keynote Speaker will be Karl Cassell, 
the former CEO of Horizons. Scott Olson will 
moderate a panel. Westminster is a big sup-
porter of the ECC and has several members on 
its board. This is a fundraiser, but will also fo-
cus on “Our Linn County Neighbors in Need.” 
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Please visit www.crwpc.org/calendar to stay informed of changes to this month’s calendar. 
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Westminster Presbyterian Church 

 

Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

 

Sunday Worship Times 

9:00 a.m. FUEL  service in the Family Life Center 

11:00 a.m. Traditional service in the Sanctuary 
 

 

Visit us on Facebook or at www.crwpc.org 
PHONE:   319-366-7185 
FAX:          319-366-7187 

Nursery Attendant, Lindsay Meade             lindsay_meade@hotmail.com       

Custodian, Gary Mohomes          

Newsletter Editor, Gale Smetana     gale@crwpc.org 

Newsletter Proofreader, Barb Moss  

Contributor:, Jan Kosowski                 

Church Office         westmin@crwpc.org 

Temporary Pastor, Kristin Hutson                pastorkristin@crwpc.org 

Communications & Shared  Ministry Coord.  

Gale Smetana         gale@crwpc.org 

Choir Director & Church Musician,  

Damon Cole         cole1350@gmail.com 

Contemporary Worship Leader, Jason Wright  jason@historycenter.org 

Bookkeeper, Tina Mueller            bookkeeper@crwpc.org 
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