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May 2018   

We are a servant church, nurturing each other’s spiritual journey and  
personal gifts. All are welcome! 

The Voice of Westminster 

A River in the City 

“Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of 
the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the 
leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.” Revelation 22:1-2 

Water is a potent symbol for us, because we simply cannot live without water. Yet, the few times 

I’ve ever seen a river of water flowing through the middle of a city street, everybody thought of it as 

disaster. Moving water is powerful, able to change the landscape in front of us – not just covering up 

what is there, but actually washing some things away, bringing new things with it from places we’ve 

never been. With a little time, moving water can undermine trees, erode banks, even cut its way 

through something as hard as stone. A river of water is distinctly UNLIKE the cities we build. A river 

is a fluid and flexible thing, going wherever it will – a city, on the other hand, is a fixed and sturdy 

thing, and it’s not going anywhere under its own power. It sounds like a dangerous combination, a 

river cutting through the heart of the city.  

Well, it would be, if this was any regular river. But this river flows directly from the throne of God 

and of the Lamb, and what it brings to earth is the healing of the nations – in other words, peace 

among us and the whole, perfect life God has always desired for creation. This river of life coming 

from the throne of God is a powerful thing, don’t be mistaken about that – it was powerful enough 

to sweep away Death and raise Jesus from the tomb, and it has changed the landscape in front of us 

completely. It was a river of love that spilled over the banks on Easter morning – moving water with 

the power to rearrange the world, cutting a new way through hearts as hard as stone and bringing 

life and healing with it, for all of us. As Tom Wright put it, what everyone expected at the end of 

time, God has already begun through Jesus. The only question we have to consider is the part we 

want to play in God’s re-creation of our world.  

Praising God always, in all ways! 
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So Long, Farewell, Auf Wiedersehen, Goodbye… 

Now that we have you singing along with the kids in the “Sound of Music,” we’re planning a 

farewell gathering for Pastor Randi. As many of you remember, she has led us through 

some rough waters and helped the congregation grow. So here’s the plan: 

Sunday, June 10 

10 a.m. 

Family Life Center 

Treats  

The Hospitality Committee is still working on plans, but please plan on joining us between 

services to say thank you and best wishes to Pastor Randi for her time at WPC. Pastor Randi 

will be here through the end of June.  

Session Adopts Communication Policy, Discusses Roof Repairs 
  

Westminster’s Session approved a communication policy at its April meeting. The policy formal-

izes current practices that require church related communication to be coordinated by Westmin-

ster’s Communications Coordinator. This includes contacting the media with story ideas, pur-

chasing print and online advertising and updating website content.  No part of the policy is meant 

to inhibit communication by individual congregants, but rather to coordinate and refine the mes-

sage Westminster shares with the public in a manner consistent with Westminster’s vision, ethos 

and branding.  

  

Session also began discussions of a partial roof replacement and other much needed improve-

ments. They are gathering project bids from the Property Committee before determining next 

steps for financing the improvements. 

 

Finally, after a discussion of building security, Session and staff reached consensus on keeping 

doors locked unless there is a scheduled activity at the church.   
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Adult Christian Education Wraps Up in May 

Adult Christian Education classes wrap up the school year in May. Turnout overall has 

been good with a wide range of topics including Martin Luther and the Reformation and 

College Student Spirituality. Below is the schedule for May.  

May 6 | Strategic Priority 3—Barb Read and other members of the Session 

We’ll discuss Priority 3: Getting to know you-hospitality and outreach.  This will be the 
latest in a series in which Westminster’s Session will lead a discussion of strategic priori-
ties at WPC.  

May 13 & 20 | An Introduction to the Church—Adult Education Committee Members 

This will be a continuation of a series started in April. Leaders will use materials about 
basic Christian understandings that the Rev. Herb Isenberg created before he retired. 
Topics include what it means to be a Christian and a discussion of the church. 

Please take a moment to thank Don Damsteegt and the Adult Christian Education Com-
mittee for all their hard work organizing this year’s classes. If you would like to serve on 
the Adult Christian Education Committee, please contact Don Damsteegt for more infor-
mation or let the office know. 

 

Sunday School Out for Summer-Teachers Needed for Fall 

Westminster’s Sunday School has wrapped up for the school year.  Eight children took part 

off and on over the year with Old Testament superheroes, events of Holy Week and prayer 

among the topics covered. A special thank you goes out to our coordinators, Val Neubauer 

and Jan Kosowski and assistants Penny Novak and Angela Fowler.   

Next school year, we’d like to add more teachers and assistants to the pool and rotate be-

tween them. Even if you haven’t taught Sunday School before, you’re welcome to join the 

group.  Topics and suggested activities will be  planned ahead of time. 

Please let Gale in the office know if you have an interest in helping in this important ministry: 

gale@crwpc.org or call (319) 366-7185. 
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May at Loaves & Fishes  

Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry  

is stocking up on the follow-

ing  items during the month 

of May:  

 Ketchup 

 Mustard 

 Pork & beans 

 Kleenex 

 

Free Labor ? 

-by Jan Kosowski 

The 1000 Points of Light Foundation has estimated that 

each hour of volunteer labor has a market value of 

$23.56.  Our Loaves & Fishes food pantry requires a lot of 

volunteer hours in order to operate, since the pantry utiliz-

es a "choice as dignity" philosophy 

On days when the pantry is open, there is a need for a doz-

en volunteers for 4-to-5 hours.  If we simply filled a box 

with food and handed it to our clients, we could operate 

with fewer volunteers, but would not get to know our cli-

ents nor they us.  This close connection to our clients sets 

L&F apart and more than anything else, is the face of the 

love of Christ in this ministry.   

There are many hours spent each week filling vehicles with 

food and then unloading them at the house.  In addition, 

there are many hours spent each week keeping the records 

that are required, going to training, attending planning 

meetings, coordinating among the volunteers, preparing 

food to give away, maintaining the house, and many, many 

activities.  We have estimated that the volunteer hours 

have an annual value of about $100,000!  That’s a lot of po-

tatoes!   

Thank you, thank you, to all the volunteers past and pre-

sent that have made Loaves & Fishes possible! 

 

 

 

 

Breakfast Wraps Up in May! 

Regular Sunday breakfasts will 

wrap up on Sunday, May 20 for 

summer break. Thank you Karol 

and Larry Cooper, Bob Ferguson, 

Truman Johnson, Dave and 

Leanne Leeper and Bob Richard-

son for their help in the kitchen 

this season. 
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Did you know? Our own Westminster Magdalen Tower was modeled after the original at the 

University of Oxford located in Oxford, England. The Tower at Oxford was completed in 1509 

and houses ten bells. The Magdalen Tower is  also the sight of the annual May 1 gathering in 

which the Oxford choir sings two hymns at 6 a.m. to start the traditional “May Morning” cele-

brations. 

The Magdalen  Tower at the 

University of Oxford in Oxford, 

England. 

Westminster's beautiful tow-

er in a photo taken from 3rd 

Ave. 
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Offering Stewards 

May 7—Maggie York & Ann Buckheister 

May 14—Barb & Bill Moss 

May 21—Warren Feerer & Tom Read 

May 29*—Pat Teig & Mark Tyler 

*Office closed on Monday.  

 

11:00 a.m. Ushers/Greeters 

May 6—Barb Schultz & Sharon Colton 

May 13—Claudia Warfel, Jim & Cheryl Shanklin 

May 20—Dick Trotter & Joan Charters 

May 27—Flora Kitzman & Sharon Colton 

 

9 a.m. Liturgists 

May 6—Ben Fashimpaur 

May 13—Leslie Wright 

May 20—Ed Mumford 

  

Joint Service 10 a.m.   

May 27—Joe Lisieski 

11 a.m. Liturgists 

May 6—Joe Lisieski 

May 13—Dale Crosier 

May 20—Barb Moss 

 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

Voice of Westminster 

Your Health is Important! 

Free Blood Pressure Screenings  

 The next free blood pressure screening will be Sunday, 

May 6. There will be a table set up outside the office area 

between the 9 and 11 a.m. services. We’ll see you soon!   
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Please visit www.crwpc.org/calendar to stay informed of changes to this month’s calendar. 
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Westminster Presbyterian Church 
 

Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 

 

Sunday Worship Times 

9:00 a.m. Blended service in the Family Life Center 

11:00 a.m. Traditional service in the Sanctuary 
 

 

Visit us on Facebook or at www.crwpc.org 

 

Bookkeeper, Tina Mueller            bookkeeper@crwpc.org 

Nursery Attendant, Lindsay Meade             lindsay_meade@hotmail.com       

Custodian, Gary Mohomes          

Newsletter Editor, Gale Smetana     gale@crwpc.org 

Newsletter Proofreader, Barb Moss                 

Newsletter Contributor, Jan Kosowski 

 

Church Office                           westmin@crwpc.org 

Intentional Interim Pastor, Randi Henderson  pastorrandi@crwpc.org 

Communications & Shared  Ministry Coord.  

Gale Smetana         gale@crwpc.org 

Choir Director & Church Musician,  

Damon Cole         cole1350@gmail.com 

Contemporary Worship Leader, Jason Wright jason@historycenter.org 
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