
  

 

October 2020  

We are a servant church, nurturing each other’s spiritual journey and  
personal gifts. All are welcome! 

The Voice of Westminster 

Change. What images come to mind as we read that word? What emotions well up inside? Change is a reality and 
it seems to be moving at a more rapid pace each day. As someone said, “The only constant in life is change.”  
 
A statement that was shared to me long ago, has always intrigued me: “Not all change is good, but all growth 
means change.” When we grow physically, we may need new shoes and a larger pant, dress, or shirt size. When we 
grow spiritually, we move from being self-centered to becoming more sacrificial in our love toward others.  
 
One of the major changes  for Westminster is the moving of Loves and Fishes (L &F) away from the Mission House 
to an interim location. With Covid-19, it is impossible for staff and clients to socially distance in the current location 
when cold weather hits and they can no longer hand out food outside. 

Session established a task force to explore an interim location. In seeking an interim location, it was important that 
it: 

• Be handicapped accessible. 

• Provide plenty of hall space for people to come in out of the inclement weather and get warm (or    

     cool off). 

• Be able to house the freezers, refrigerators, and refrigerator/freezers (7 total units) plus all the  

    inventory of food. 

• Serve well until a permanent location is found or built, which could be a few years. Deciding on a permanent 
location is the assignment of another task force, established several months ago and led by John Swanson. 
The mission house is no longer able to adequately serve this ministry which has grown significantly over the 
years. It  has served well through the years, for which we give gratitude as well as for all of the many people 
who   have invested their time in its operation. 

The task force came down to two potential locations that would work: the Family Life Center with adjacent rooms 
being used for the refrigerator and freezer units, along with the food, and a former doctor’s suite in Tanager Place 
located at 1030 5th Avenue SE.  The task force (which included volunteers from L&F chose Tanager Place, and rec-
ommended it to Session where it passed. This location was seen as advantageous, as it was all on one level, and 
L&F would have exclusive use of the space. 
 

A date for the Loaves and Fishes move to Tanager Place hasn’t been set, but it will likely be in early November. 
Partner church, Christ Episcopal secured free moving of pantry refrigerators and freezers by Two Men and A Truck. 
The company has also volunteered to pick up food for the pantry in the future. We will have more updates in an-
nouncements, as the moving date gets closer. 

What could be ahead for the house which served as the home for L&F? The answer lies inside the newsletter.   

              Blessings,  Pastor Roger 

 

Change Ahead at Westminster 
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Take a Peek at L&F’s New Digs 

                    Looking Ahead at Westminster’s Mission House 

 

Willis Dady, some time ago in a conversation with John Swanson, wanted to see what the future might 

hold for the L&F House if and when it became available. They wanted to explore the possibility of  us-

ing the Mission House for transitional housing, through a “Landlord Lease” arrangement. In this lease, 

Willis Dady would assume all the day-to-day responsibilities of a landlord, and then pay rent directly to 

Westminster. At the September 15 meeting, after voting on the Interim location of L&F, Session 

adopted a recommendation to repurpose the Mission House at 1251 Third Avenue into residential 

apartments to be managed by Willis Dady. The proposal is for two, 2-bedroom apartments. John 

Swanson and Bob Warner previously went through the house to determine what changes would be 

needed. A proposal is expected to include conversion costs and funding sources. John is exploring 

grants that are available for projects such as these, and was designated as Westminster’s primary con-

tact and liaison with the Greater Cedar Rapids Community Foundation. More to come. 

This is the door (right photo) where food will be 

delivered at the new location for Loaves & Fishes. 

The two rooms are not the exact ones the pantry 

will lease, but they are similar. Date for the move 

is tentatively set for early November. 
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Adult Education is trying a new format for Fall 2020, using videos from Right Now Media.  Our first 

course will use a 6-week series of videos by Max Lucado, entitled "You'll Get Through This," during 

the Sunday School hour at 10:00 a.m. The class will run from October 4 to November 8.  

Lucado uses the Old Testament story of Joseph in Egypt to illustrate how to cope with adversity 

today. Each video is about 22-24 minutes long.  We will watch the video and then discuss it. To par-

ticipate please give your email address to Gale Smetana at gale@crwpc.org. You will need access 

to a computer or smart phone that has a camera and microphone. The deadline to sign up is Thurs-

day, October 1.   

After you sign up, Don Damsteegt will create a group email and then send out a group ZOOM invi-

tation.  At the beginning of the class, Don will "screen share" so all can see the video. We hope that 

many people will take advantage of the church’s free sign up for Right Now Media, however, you 

don’t need to sign-up in order to participate in this class. Just let Gale know your e-mail address and 

if you’re interested in joining the class. It’s a great opportunity to ease back into Adult Ed without 

being at the church in person! 

Adult Ed Update 

Zoom Series on “You’ll Get Through This” 

 Survey Shows Strong Interest in Continuing Online Worship Services 

“It’s the next best thing to being there.” That was one of he responses received in Westminster’s 

online worship survey e-mailed to members and attendees sent on Sept. 3. Staff wanted to con-

firm some hunches and learn more about people’s reactions to online worship at Westminster. 

Overall, results showed there is a strong interest in trying to stay connected with the home church. 

While a few people said they watch other services, many said they either watched WPC or didn’t 

worship. 

Not surprisingly, as it’s been an ongoing issue given our technical and human resources, both au-

dio and video quality need to be improved. Staff is working on finding better solutions. 

Finally, when asked if we should continue online services, now that in-person worship has re-

sumed, a majority of respondents said yes, citing the fragile health of some members and con-

cerns when winter weather moves in.  People also like worshiping on their own time. Thanks for 

participating! 

mailto:gale@crwpc.org
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A very special thank you goes out to the 

cleanup warriors who worked through rain 

to trim trees, tear down and dispose of 

damaged privacy fences and clean up 

leaves in our parking lot on  Saturday, Sept. 

13. There are more pictures on our website 

derecho page. We appreciate your efforts 

and thank you! 

 

 

from l to r: Mark Tyler, Dave Cosgrove, Tom Read, Jack Evans, Rachel 

Kongshaug, Rob Willms, Pastor Roger Grandia, Glenn Lane, Cael 

Kongshaug and Bob Moran. 

Barb Read lugs a load of wet leaves in the 3rd Ave-

nue parking lot. 

How many Presbyterians 

does it take to disassem-

ble a privacy fence? A 

little storm-related hu-

mor. 

Session met on Sept. 15, 2020, at 6:30 p.m. in the Atrium and on Zoom. Pastor Roger opened the 

meeting with a reading from Genesis 37 and discussed the life of Joseph following the book, “You’ll 

Get Through This” by Max Lucado. Following items were discussed and/or decided: 

-Warren Feerer gave a brief report on finances. He noted there has been a decrease in giving the last 

couple of months, but finances remain in a good position.  

-Pam Richardson reported from Personnel Committee that the two open positions (part-time admin-

istrative assistant and second nursery attendant have been placed on hold. 

-John Swanson reported on the findings of the task force for temporary relocation of Loaves and Fish-

es. The task force recommended relocating L&F temporarily to the Tanager Place building at 1030 5th 

Avenue SE. Rent will be between $650 and $825 per month. Exact lease agreement is still being nego-

tiated. Session approved. 

-Session also adopted a recommendation to remodel the mission house for use as two 2-bedroom 

apartments to be managed by Willis Dady. More information is in the article below. 

-Session approved purchase of a new phone system, not to exceed $7,800. The current system is ob-

solete and without tech support.  Session adjourned the meeting with The Lord’s Prayer, said in 

unison. 

Session Notes 

https://www.crwpc.org/derecho
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Westminster to Serve as Polling Place 

County Auditor’s Office Puts COVID Health Standards in Place 

Westminster will once again serve as a polling place for Precinct 24 in Linn County in the Nov. 3 

general election. Voting will be set up in the Family Life Center as it hs been in the past. While many 

church members are likely to vote by mail, the County Auditor’s office has issued COVID health and 

safety procedures including: 

• Placing six foot markers between voters. 

• Providing hand sanitizer, cleaning solution, voting booth barriers and other PPE. 

• Requiring all workers and poll watchers to wear masks. 

• Providing free masks to any voter who would like one. 

• Providing at least one ‘cleaning’ worker at each polling location. The cleaning worker will be 

wiping down all voter surfaces during the day.  

Don’t Forget 

Daylight Saving Time to End 

Although daylight saving time officially ends on Nov. 1, you’ll want to 

make sure you set your clocks back one hour when you go to bed on 

Halloween to be on time for Sunday worship on Nov. 1. 

Reminder-No In-Person Worship on Oct. 4 

Westminster will not have in-person worship on Sunday, Oct. 4. Pastor Roger will need to 

quarantine with Jill as she prepares for surgery. We will, however, have a pre-recorded worship 

service available on our YouTube Channel and on our Facebook page.  
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Special Thank-You 

Westminster’s Session would like to thank everyone who has continued to send in their offerings dur-

ing this unusual time. As you know, the expenses and work of the church exist even when we aren’t 

able to meet together.  

Attendance numbers for both services are starting to increase with the 9 a.m. service reaching the up-

per 20s and the 11 a.m. service in the low 20s. We look forward to seeing the rest of you at some point. 

You are missed! 

Blessings!  

 
October  Needs  

 Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry 

 

Canned chicken 

Gravy mix 

Deodorant 

Thank you for supporting this  

important mission! 

October Birthdays 
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Westminster Presbyterian Church 

9:00 a.m. FUEL  service in the Family Life Center 

11:00 a.m. Traditional service in the Sanctuary 

Livestream on YouTube or Facebook 

 

Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 

 

Visit us on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter or at www.crwpc.org 
PHONE:   319-366-7185 

 

Church Staff 

Pastor, Rev. Roger D. Grandia     pastorroger@crwpc.org 

Communications & Shared Ministry Coordinator  

Gale Smetana         gale@crwpc.org 

Choir Director & Church Musician,  

Damon Cole         cole1350@gmail.com 

FUEL Music Director, A.J. Plummer    aj@ajplummer.com 

Bookkeeper, Tina Mueller            bookkeeper@crwpc.org 

Nursery Attendant, Lindsay Meade             lindsay_meade@hotmail.com              

Newsletter Editor, Gale Smetana        gale@crwpc.org 

Newsletter Contributors:  Pastor Roger Grandia  
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