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June 2018   

We are a servant church, nurturing each other’s spiritual journey and  
personal gifts. All are welcome! 

The Voice of Westminster 

A Fresh Wind 

When I showed up on your doorstep two and half years ago, I’m pretty sure I made noises about the role 

of an Intentional Interim Pastor being similar to that of Mary Poppins - I would have to make you tidy up the 

nursery and take your medicine, but there were many useful things in my carpet bag to make the work more 

palatable, and I promised I would stay with you until the wind changed. Well, I’m sure you’ve noticed, there is 

a fresh wind rising here. You can feel it and see it, and it’s bringing new things to light – new energy, new part-

nerships, new possibilities.  

I am profoundly grateful that the Holy Spirit blew me in your direction, and I want you to know what a 

privilege and joy it has been to do ministry among and alongside you at Westminster! We have finished most 

of the difficult work we needed to do in this interim period, and I am confident you are ready for the next set-

tled pastor God is sending your way.  As most of you already know, I am officially retiring from active ministry 

on 30 June 2018, when my current contract with the Session ends. The Session has already commissioned a 

small team to search for a temporary pastor, someone who will keep everything on an even keel until the 

PNC finishes their work and calls a new installed pastor. My last Sunday in the pulpit will be June 24th, and 

Joe and I will be leaving shortly thereafter for Colorado and the next new adventure in this crazy journey. But 

between now and then, we have the gift of time – time for a few more stories, a few more songs, a lot more 

laughter; time to celebrate how much we’ve accomplished together; time to say a really good “good-bye”, 

one we can hold on to and cherish until the day we meet again in that kingdom Jesus was always talking 

about.  

I know that God has a good plan for Westminster. This congregation has shown itself to be resilient, open

-minded, and faithful to living as though the kingdom was already here. You may be surprised at what God 

has in mind for you next – it’s often different from what we imagine – but I know it will be as beautiful and vig-

orous and life-giving as the beloved community Holy Spirit has gathered to serve God in this special place.  

Praising God always, in all ways! 

 

 

“And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year, ‘Give me a light that I may tread 
safely into the unknown.’ And he replied, ‘Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the 
hand of God. That shall be to you better than the light and safer. 
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Memorial Day Sunday 

Special Re-Dedication of the Westminster Honor Roll 

May 27, 11 a.m. 

 

We’re sending the “June” newsletter a bit early so the editor is including an event 

happening in May. While cleaning out several spaces in the church, we found the 

“Westminster Honor Roll”  that dates back to World War II .  The wood plaque is 

heavy and needed some minor repairs. Our World War II veteran, Ted Kahler, 

stepped in to help.  Thank you, Ted! 

In addition to finding the plaque, a bulletin from Nov. 10, 1946 was  discovered.  The 

service that day was dedicated to those who had fought in World War II with sepa-

rate paragraphs about the three servicemen who made the  ultimate sacrifice. Their 

names are marked with gold stars on the honor roll.  

Not everyone on the honor roll was a member of Westminster, but all were a part of 

the congregation. 

On Sunday, May 27, following the joint 10 a.m. service, we will gather in the Large 

Parlor for a  brief service commemorating this part of Westminster’s history.  We 

hope you will join us. 
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Join Us For Reverend Randi’s Farewell 

Please join us as we wish Pastor Randi the best in her retirement in Denver. Although she 

will be with us through the end of June, we will gather on June 10 at 10 a.m. between ser-

vices in the Family Life Center.  We’ll have refreshments and a few gifts to keep Randi busy 

in retirement!  Details below. 

Sunday, June 10 

10 a.m. 

Family Life Center 

Treats  

Prayer Shawl Ministry Shares Warmth With Ronald McDonald Room 

Westminster’s Prayer Shawl Ministry delivered a bit of 

warmth to the Ronald McDonald Room at St. Luke’s 

May 16.  

The group recently started knitting baby blankets in 

different colors after learning that they would be most 

welcome at the Ronald McDonald Room which primari-

ly serves the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit. 

Enclosed in mesh bags with drawstrings, the blankets 

were presented to Room Manager, Jenny Bosking. 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry members also were able to 

tour the facility. It’s not just a family room, but a cook-

ing and dining area, bedrooms for overnight stays and 

laundry facilities. Westminster is happy to work with 

this group!  And they like Westminster! 
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June at Loaves & Fishes  

Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry  

is stocking up on the follow-

ing  items during the month 

of June:  

 Peanut butter & jelly 

 Marshmallows 

 Graham crackers 

 Bar soap 

Mother’s Day Giveaway 

It was a perfect day for the Mother’s Day giveaway at 

Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry, sunny and 80 degrees. 

The L & F crew decided to set up a table outside the mis-

sion house to give clients room to browse. 

Thank you to everyone at Westminster Presbyterian and 

Christ Episcopal Church for re-gifting items that our cli-

ents could choose as gifts for their Moms on their special 

day.  We took in collections up to the day before the give-

away. This was in addition to getting a pork roast, milk 

and other goodies inside the pantry.  About 130 people 

came through the pantry. 

Jan Kosowski and Samantha Johnson  staffed the gift ta-

ble.  

Westminster Will Be Polling Place on June 5 

Tuesday, June 5 is primary election day in Linn County. 

Westminster will again be a precinct polling place. That 

means lots of extra people in the building. If you’re here, 

please be welcoming. Voting will take place in the Family 

Life Center. Polls are open from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
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Or Where in Westminster Is This????? 

Where is this month’s Westminster Fun Fact? Why, it’s with Waldo in the Westminster belfry. The 

large speakers look a bit like an old civil defense siren system. But they were used in the belfry at 

Westminster for the carillon. Why would we have a fresh photo of the belfry? Because Ed Kosowski 

climbed up to look at the overall condition of the belfry, in advance of tuck-pointing at the church.   

Session  Notes—May 2018 Meeting 

The Session of Westminster Presbyterian Church met for its regular meeting May 15. It was a 
joint meeting with the Deacons. Session took action to : 

 Proceed with repairs to the leaking roof, which will be paid out of cash reserves; 

 Approve the baptism of Magnolia Groves on June 3 at the 11 a.m. service; 

 Ask Finance to develop a campaign strategy for ongoing building needs. 
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Offering Stewards 

June 4—Warren Feerer & Tom Read 

June 11—Barb & Bill Moss 

June 18—Maggie York & Ann Buckheister 

June 25—Pat Teig & Mark Tyler 

 

11:00 a.m. Ushers/Greeters 

June 3—Jim & Cheryl Shanklin 

June 10—Dick Trotter, John & Signe Henderson 

June 17—Barb Schultz & Sharon Colton 

June 24—Joan Charters & Jean Kenison 

 

9 a.m. Liturgists 

June 3—Val Neubauer 

June 10—Audrey Fashimpaur 

June 17—Barb Mumford 

June 24—Ben Fashimpaur 

  

11 a.m. Liturgists 

June 3—Barb Moss 

June 10—Dale Crosier 

June 17—Ann Buckheister 

June 24—Dick Trotter 

 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

Voice of Westminster 

No BP Checks This Summer 

Free blood pressure checks on first Sundays will not be 

available in June, July and August. The committee is con-

sidering suspending them altogether given the many 

places that have free checks. Any thoughts? Let the office 

know. 

The List is Coming! 

At a recent Adult Ed class, some 

members asked for a list of Westmin-

ster committees and their members. 

We heard you and we are compiling 

one to be e-mailed to you with hard 

copies available near worship areas. 

People transition off these commit-

tees so we want to make sure we 

have the latest members. Thanks for 

the input! 
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Please visit www.crwpc.org/calendar to stay informed of changes to this month’s calendar. 
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Westminster Presbyterian Church 
 

Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 

 

Sunday Worship Times 

9:00 a.m. Blended service in the Family Life Center 

11:00 a.m. Traditional service in the Sanctuary 
 

 

Visit us on Facebook or at www.crwpc.org 

 

Bookkeeper, Tina Mueller            bookkeeper@crwpc.org 

Nursery Attendant, Lindsay Meade             lindsay_meade@hotmail.com       

Custodian, Gary Mohomes          

Newsletter Editor, Gale Smetana     gale@crwpc.org 

Newsletter Proofreader, Barb Moss                 

Newsletter Contributor, Jan Kosowski 

 

Church Office                           westmin@crwpc.org 

Intentional Interim Pastor, Randi Henderson  pastorrandi@crwpc.org 

Communications & Shared  Ministry Coord.  

Gale Smetana         gale@crwpc.org 

Choir Director & Church Musician,  

Damon Cole         cole1350@gmail.com 

Contemporary Worship Leader, Jason Wright jason@historycenter.org 
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